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The  Baptists  of  India:  building  on  the  foundation 


DEHLI,  India  (BP)  —  India  — 
tbe  proveibial  ^Kmge  —  has  pro¬ 
duct  a  cultnnd  mosaic  not  wit¬ 
nessed  an]rwheie  else  in  the  worid. 

Tbe  subcontinent’s  vast  point, 
jutting  into  oceans  on  three  sides 
with  moumains  on  the  other,  has 
acted  like  a  giant  cul-de-sac 
throughout  tustoiy.  This  geograph- 


efforts  through  churches  in  north 
India,  history  reveals  one  of  the 
excitug  dramas  of  20th  century 
missions  —  the  conversion  of 
Nagaland  headhunters  that  led  to 
80%  of  tbe  tribal  state’s  people 
becoming  Bi^Mists.  Lar^  Baptist 
concentrations  are  in  surrounding 
states  of  Assam  and  Mizoram. 


ical  ti^  has  envel(^>ed  a  mjrriad  of  American  and  Canadian  Baptist 
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invading  pet^les  —  each  with  its 
own  language  and  culture  —  and 
created  a  nation 
always  in -flux. 

India  lured 
William  Carey  in 
1792  like  hordes  of 
immigrants  before 
him.  He  formed  the 
first  “B:^)tist  Mis¬ 
sionary  Society  fm 
Propagating  tbe 
Gospel  among  the 
Heathen”  to  carry 
the  gospel  to  this 
land. 

The  young  cob¬ 
bler  with  a  world 
m^  bung  over  bis 
workbench 
launched  the  modem  missionary 
movement.  It  has  gathered 
mmnentom  ever  since. 

Carey  devoted  41  of  his  73  years 


work  in  sooth  India  resulted  in 
250,000  believers  in  Andhra 


Pradesh  state  alcme.  Now  bands  of 
Telugo  Baptists  from  there  cany 
their  faith  all  over  India. 

Southern  Bs^Mists,  althou^  late 


to  evangelizing  India  without  ever  entering  Indians  missions  picture. 


retiHning  to  his  Enghsb  homeland. 
His  theme  of  faith  —  “Expect 
great  things  from  God,  attempt 
^at  things  for  God”  —  resulted 
in  tbe  planting  of  20  churches  and 
mission  stations,  most  of  which 
continue  today;  the  establishment 
of  Serampore  College,  which  con¬ 
tinues  to  train  Christian  workers; 
and  tbe  transla¬ 
tion  of  at  least  fSlj^^SSSi 
portions  of  the 
Bible  into  42 
languages. 

Today,  more  Bap^ 

Baptists  live  in  ! 

Irma  than  any-  toptirt  Hwpltal. 
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conventions 

and  associations,  these  B^rtists  are 
the  direct  result  of  years  of  mis¬ 
sionary  efforts.  They  continue  to 
spread  die  goapd. 

Tracing  er^annon  of  Carey’s 


Southern  Baptlstt  begin  work  in 
bMia  in  1973  by  opening  Bangalore 
Baptist  Hospital.  HoapMal  leads  to  13 
churches  in  area  by  1980;  500 
throughout  surrounding  state  today. 

In  1963,  Baptist  work  expands 
through  bidtan  loaders  in  an  effort 
called  National  bidten  MWstrlos.  as 
government  begins  rajecting  foreign 
missionaries'  requests  to  Ive  in  bidto. 

Starting  in  1989,  Wnarant  mission- 
arias  Hving  outside  of  bida  help 
National  IndUw  IBiiishiei  leaders 
start  congregations.  Work  expands 
bite  14  states. 


also  have  a  story  to  tell.  Loag-teim 
efforts  to  enter  tbe  country  paid  off 
vdien  Foieigo  Mission  Board  med¬ 
ical  persoimel  were  grants  per¬ 
mission  in  1973  to  open  Bqitist 
Ho^tal  in  Bangalore.  More  than 
20  career  missionaries  and  scores 
of  volunteers  have  served  through 
the  hoqiital  over  die  years,  offer¬ 
ing  healing  and 
^^^==^^=1  hope  so  many 
could  experi- 
ence  Christ’s 
love  for  the 
'••'V*?™  first  time.  The 

nSft  900  !J  ””5fono 

dbig  State  today.  33,000 

patients  every 

rk  expands  y*?' 
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rsilectbig  foreign  doesn  t  stop  at 

ists  to  Ive  bi  bidto.  hospital  doors. 

In  the  bospi- 
_ _ _  tal’s  first  seven 

Miiat  itadtrt  churches  were 

I.  Work  expands  planted  in  the 

Bangalore  area. 
Since  1980  that 
has  multiplied 
to  almost  500 
coogregatioos  throughout  Karnata¬ 
ka  stale. 

As  the  government  closed 
India’s  doors  to  most  fmeign  mis¬ 
sionaries,  a  new  do<»  opened  for 


lly  Mkhad  Cfante 

Southern  Bmitist  wmk  with  Indian 
Baptists,  mtional  Indian  Min¬ 
istries  was  formed  in  1983  and 
focuses  on  equipping  Indians  to 
evangelize  their  own  country. 
Souttem  Biqitist  volunteers  ai^ 
short-term  personnel  train  Indian 
leaders  through  seminars  and  con¬ 
ferences.  Tte  ministry  deploys 
teams  for  evangelism  projects  a^ 
channels  support  throu^  Indian 
diurch  planters. 

The  strategy  has 
duplicated  tbe  phe¬ 
nomenal  growth 
around  Bang^oie  in 
places  like  Orissa, 
West  Bengal, 
Chandigarh,  and 
Bombay. 

Tbe  formation  of 
tbe  Southern  Asia 
and  Pacific  Itinerant 
Mission  several 
years  ago  also  has 
enabled  Southern 
Baptist  missionaries 
to  work  in  difreient 
areas  of  India  for 
short  periods.  It  has 
expanded  tbe  work  of  National 
Indian  Ministries  to  locations  in  14 
states. 

But  the  remarkable  church 
growth  reported  each  year  can  be 
understood  only  throu^  the  work 
of  Indian  Baptists  who  are  evange¬ 
lizing  their  country: 

—  G.  Samuel  is  one  such  per¬ 
son.  In  1969  be  came  to  Hy^r- 
abad  to  begin  a  Baptist  church 
with  35  people.  Now  more  than 
1,500  people  worship  at  Hyder¬ 
abad  Baptist  Church  and  have 
started  32  churches  and  missions. 

—  Humble,  75-year*old  Sad- 
anarxla  Patra  —  dressed  in  his  tra¬ 
ditional  white  Indian  “djoti”  — 
seemed  to  visitors  to  be  a  simple 
village  peasant  Ordy  as  be  began 
to  preach  did  his  35-year  back- 
grtMind  as  Greek  and  biblical  stud¬ 
ies  professor  at  the  Baptist  semi¬ 
nary  in  Cuttack  emerge.  After  the 
Church  of  North  India  took  over 
the  seminary,  Patra  led  a  remnant 
of  Baptist  churches  in  efforts  to 
endure  litigation  that  took  their 
property  and,  later,  attacks  by 
Hindu  radices  that  destroyed 
cre^  and  churches.  Patra  died  last 
year. 

—  Nazir  Masih  began  tbe  first 
Baptist  church  in  Chandigarh  in 
bis  living  room.  Now  that  congre¬ 
gation,  using  a  new  church  build¬ 
ing  as  its  base,  readies  into  India’s 
Puiqab  to  evangelize  tbe  Sikh  peo¬ 
ple  and  start  churches. 

—  G.  Krupananda  uprooted  tus 
family’s  comfortable  life  in  Ban¬ 
galore  to  preach  the  gospel  in 
Bombay.  As  National  IriAan  Min¬ 


istries’  associate  director,  “Krup” 
has  led  Southern  Baptist-siqipmted 
dairch  Ranters  to  start  34  cmigre- 
gations  in  India’s  largest  dty. 

India  is  difficult  to  comprehend. 
Its  880  million  pet^le  rank  it  (xily 
behind  China  as  the  world’s  most 
populated  country.  It  equals  tbe 
size  of  states  in  tbe  United  States 
east  of  tbe  Mississippi  River,  but 
if  America  was  saddled  with 
India’s  population  density  it 
would  have  more  than  2  billion 
people.  The  impact  that  would 
have  on  tbe  U.S.  economy,  job 
market,  and  food  supply  goes  a 
long  way  toward  explaining 
India’s  poverty. 

Yet  India  is  self-sufficient  in 
agriculture  and  ranks  ninth  in  the 
world  in  industrial  ouqHit  It  boasts 


a  well-educated,  well-employed 
middle  class  e^al  to  tbe  U.S.  pop¬ 
ulation,  but  still  has  half  a  bimon 
pec^le  living  in  poverty.  That’s 
die  paradox  of  India. 

Iiidia’s  diversified  religious  soci¬ 
ety  —  Hindus,  Muslims,  Bud- 
dlusts,  Sikhs,  and  Arnmists  —  rep¬ 
resents  an  enormous  cludlenge  fex* 
Christian  missions:  to  reach  a 
nation  of  600  distent  languages 
and  3,000  distinct  ethnic  groups. 
Eighty  pei^t  of  its  people  live  in 
650,000  village,  but  hima  also  is 
a  nation  of  cities,  providing  a 
glimpse  into  the  future  of  an 
urbaruzed  wmld. 

Twelve  of  those  cities  exceed  1 
million  inhabitants,  each  repre¬ 
senting  a  mission  field  la^er  than 
many  countries. 


OUTHEACH  pastor  —  G.  Samuel  baptizes  a  new  Indian  believer  In  the 
outdoor  baptistry  of  Hyderabad  Baptist  Church  in  India.  In  1969  Samuel 
came  to  the  central  Indian  city  to  start  a  church  with  35  people.  Today 
more  than  1 ,500  people  worship  there.  They  have  started  32  other 
churches  and  missions.  Samuel  is  one  of  several  Indian  Baptist  leaders 
working  to  evangelize  the  nation  of  880  million  people.  (BP  photo  by  War¬ 
ren  Johnson) 


Editor’s  Notfroor 

Gridlock 


“O’  consistency,  thou  »rt  a 
.  On  the  other  twifi.  Bb^e 

said,  “the  .man  who  never  alters  his 
opimon  is  like  staivting  water,  and 
breeds  reptiles  of  dte  mind.”  We 
can  be  consistent  and  be  consis¬ 
tently  wrong.  Webster  defines  it 
as,  “marked  by  harmony,  tegidari- 
or  steacfy  continuity;  fiee  from 
variation  or  contradiction.’’ 

We  fear  to  be  thought  of  as 
being  inconsistent.  Bmerson 
iinplores  ns  to  “^ak  what  you 
think  now  in  hard  words  and  to 
q)eak  differently  tomorrow  if  need 
be,  for  tomorrow  will  be  a  new 
day  with  different  sttoatioas.” 

Sounds  a  bit  ttoe  shnation  ethics, 
does  it  not?  Are  we  to  be  as  a 
weather  vane,  dyndeai  qionthe 
profiling  winds?  The  key  in  “A 
foolish  consisiency  is  the  hobgob¬ 
lin  of  little  minds,’’  is  tiie  w^ 
“foolisb.’’  If  a  person  discovers 
hitnsetf  to  be  wrong,  should  he 
aUdk  by  the  law  of  consisteiKy 
wifli  astubbom  lefusad  to  cfaimge 
his  mind? 

When  did  we  say,  “I’ve  dianged 
my  mind”  concerning  race  rela- 
ottionaT  Repentanoe  is  nothing  short 
of  ’^hangim  your  mmd.*’  Paul’s 
■Statement  was  tins:  “The  itiings  i 
once  loved,  I  now  bate,  and  the 
;;tlMl-ant»4Mled^  I  now  love.”  Is 
WMHPIBPt 

sisiency  to  ever  ket^  us  peiuied 

Guest 


The  Oriental  may  see  it  as  hav¬ 
ing  your  face  on  tiie  line  and,  right 
or  wrong,  you  cannot  afford  to 
lose  face. 

Can  we  get  caught  in  the  SBC 
“gridlodr”  and,  under  the  guise  of 
“standing  by  my  conviction,” 
refuse  to  entertain  a  new  thought? 
People  on  either  side  of  a  disagree¬ 
ment  cam  be  so  fearful  of  peer 
pressure  they  fear  to  affirm  the 
right  or  correct  a  wrong.  Thus  we 
justify  it  by  pkws  pronouncemeitts 
of  “bibUc^  convictions,  parame¬ 
ters  of  truth,  or  keeping  the 
pTOfoiscs.** 

Can  a  member  r^the  Coopera¬ 
tive  Bjqatist  Fellowship  afford  to 
be  criticai  the  Chtisttnas  Offer¬ 
ing  for  Global  Nfissions...  being 
conducted  at  the  same  time  as  the 
Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering 
for  missions?  Cam  the  fbndamen- 
tal/conservatives  an  be  ha^apy  with 
the  “retirement”  of  Keith  Parks 
from  the  Foreign  Kfission  Board? 
Date  we  caH  good,  evO  or  call  evil, 
good? 

Morris  Chapman,  president, 
SBC  Executive  Gomniittee.  should 
have  been  believed  when  he 
dedaued,  “Don’t  let  anybody  ten 
you  Southern  Bamtists  have  lost 
their  long-held  vision  for  worid 
*misifrmk.”  Keltiso  'said  at  the 
Oklahoma  Convention  that  the 
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Cooperative  Baptist  Fellowship 
should  separate  itself  from  the 
SBC 

However.  Athras  doesn’t  speak 
to  Jerusalem  anymore,  so  you  end 
op  with  one  SBC  group  telling 
anotiier  SBC  groim  where  to  get 
off  the  train.  It^  said  to  see  a  divid¬ 
ed  house,  but  no  one  can  afford  to 
lose  face,  or  have  a  chamge  of 
opinioa. 

“Stxitiiem  Bqatists  hawe  continu¬ 
ally  elecled  in  this  era  conservative 
Southern  Baptists  because  they 
wanted  to  stay  latched  to  die  Bible 
atf  God’s  inspired  Word,”  sand 
Chapman. 

Ihere  were  mamy  others  who 
were  and  will  continue  to  be 
latched  to  God’s  in^ired  Word, ' 
who  seldom  voted  for  tte  fhnda- 
mentad/conservauive  resurgence  as 
plotled  by  certain  SBC  leaders.  A 
60-40  ratio  is  hautfly  a  maodaue  to 
sever  relationships,  nor  is  it  an 
exone  to  perpetnaue  a  denomina¬ 
tion  within  a  denoatirmtion. 

Spiritnall)|  we  ate  becoming  “too 
poor  to  paint  and  too  proud  to 
wUiewain.”  ft  behooves  all  of  us, 
editors  mdoded,  to  judge  an  amtion 
on  the  basis  of  its  own  merit  radher 
thain  to  filter  it  tinough  our  own 
poUticad-ieligioos  gtoi^  to  know 
where  we  stamd.  Consistency  is 
importaujt  but  not  as  inqioitimt  as 
honesty. 


Clinton  winner  among  religious  voters 


WASHINGTON  (ABP)  — 
When  the  prrsideiaial  voles  were 
coumed  Nov.  3  and  anatyaed  with 
re^ous  arfBKatiions  in  ■aiwrf,  they 
showed  that  Bill  Clinton  haul 
trounced  PremtianGon^Burii  in 
alaaost  every  area  of  the  idigioos 


aiaton  won  among  Catholics, 
Jews,  Mack  Protestams,  and  leli- 
gions  liberals  and  made  sharp 
tnaoads  among  mainline  Proles- 
tantf,  usually  a  GOP  stroniMd. 
Ha  alao  won  among  voters  with  no 
idigioas  afRIiarkin 

The  only  part  of  the  electoiaie 
wfaese  QiiiiDn  lost  wan  among  his 
co-ieli^onistt:  white  Southern 
evamgeUcal  and  fundamentalist 
Protestants,  including  Southern 
Baptists. 

The  cootoms  of  the  vole  amross 
the  ooomry,  an  leOecied  in  figures 
compiled  by  Voter  Research  aixl 
Sun^,  a  conaoctimn  of  the  four 
oational  TV  networks,  showed  a 
lennn  to  the  Democratic  Paity  of 
large  numbers  of  Catholic  voters 
who  had  become  “Reagam  Democ- 
rms.” 


By  ABwrt  Menenales 

Bosh  won  decisivefy  among  the 
n%  of  the  electorate  than  called 
itself  *Wrhite  born-agaun  Christ¬ 
ian,”  taking  61%  of  tfmse  voters  to 
Qintoa’s  23%  amd  Ross  Perot’s 
15%.  Bosh’s  two  strongest  states 
were  Mtssisaippi  amd  Alafoauna, 
whitA  are  the  two  most  heavily 

In  b^  males,  white  Baptists  and 
other  Protestants,  for  a  variety  of 
racial,  cultural  and  religious  rea¬ 
sons,  have  deserted  Democratic 
presidential  candidates  over  the 
yean.  Even  a  Baptist  governor  of 
Arkansan  could  not  bring  them 
back. 

Burii’s  tliiid  strongest  stale  was 
Sooth  Carolina,  which  shaues  simi- 
Im  characteristics.  The  mcue  reh- 
gioody  homogeneous  legioas  of 
the  Protemamt  Sootfi  —  NorthCv- 
otina  and  parts  of  Horida,  Georgia. 
Texas,  amd  Looisiama  —  ariso 
fivored  the  Bosh/Qoaiyle  ticket 

In  96  heavily  SotAmm  Baqitist 
counties  in  11  Southern  states. 
Bush  won  46%  to  Clintoo’s  40% 
and  Perot’s  14%.  In  suburban 
areas  of  the  South,  Bosh  appeaus  to 


have  woo  55%  Baptists. 

Borii  adso  woo  4i%  in  heavily 
Mcumon  Utah,  which  was  his  ban¬ 
ner  state  with  67%  in  1988.  But 
Perot  cot  ioto  the  Mormon  vote 
and  ram  second  statewide  with 
29%. 

Anger  at  the  Rqmblicsn  Party’s 
cagutolattioo  to  tin  Religion  Right 
fueled  Jewish  defections  to  Clm- 
ton,  who  sw^  78%  of  the  Jewish 
vote.  Bosh  woo  12%  and  Perot 
10%.  Bosh  woo  at  leant  30%  of  the 
Jewish  vote  four  years  ago. 

Among  religioi^  non-afBliated 
voters.  Bosh  came  in  last  with 
15%.  Qinton  polled  65%  to  20% 
for  Perot 

Qiraton  triumphed  in  all  12  of 
the  nation’s  most  heavily  Catiic^c 
states  —  from  New  Mexico  to 
Mansacbnsetts  —  the  &st  Democ¬ 
ratic  sweep  of  those  sates  since 
Lyndon  Johnson  in  1964. 

A  majority  of  Cauholics  based 
their  vole  oti  issues  other  than 
cfaordi’s  strong  oppositioo  to  abor¬ 
tion.  Four  years  ago,  Catholics 
were  almost  evenly  ^ded. 

Clinloa’s  emphaisis  on  economic 


HOPE 

Pray  for  our  foreign  missionaries  in 
unreached  areas  of  the  world  where 
they  are  declaring  hope  for  the  lost. 

^tek  of  Prayer  for  Foreign  Mbsioiis 
Nov.  29*Dec  6, 1992 


Declare  Hope 


What  if  you  could  receive.a  per¬ 
sonal  letter  frotii  l,x>ttie  Moon.... 
The  year  is  and'sln  w^s 
from  her  Chitia  inission  j>Qd..  Sbe 
writes,  “I  confid^y  beu^  tfot 
we  should  have  thousands  oi  coo- 
vera.  I  know  die  people  can  he 
won  ^  loving  sacii^  on  the  pat 
of  missionaiies  —  but  we  ninst 
have  missionaries.”  She  encour¬ 
aged  women  to  orgaiue  and  mp- 
poit  nti^oos.  Plan  to  “pay  about 
It,  sacrifice  for  it,  anci  you  wiH 
ei^  it  move.” 

Now  bypaa  a  hundred  yean  or 
so.  The  women  of  the  SBC  Us- 
teoed,  and  in  1992  the  ddlv  goal 
for  her  namesake  offering  is 
$84,000,000.  NBssioaaries  in  move 
thro  120  countries  droend  on  it 

Just  today  I  received  a  letter 
from  Charies  and  Elizabeth  Ray 
staring,  “Do  not  ihjnfc-  tfutt  Qsnese 
Chtistiros  are  not  attending  cfamcb 
services:  they  are  by  the  thou¬ 
sands.  But  China  has  more  thro  a 


issues  and  social  justice  seemed  to 
play  wdl  among  Catholic  volen, 
who  voted  for  him  over  Bosh, 
44%  to  36%.  Another  20%  of 
Catholics  voted  for  Perot,  who 
alao  advoaued  abortion  rigfaa 
Mainline  Protestants,  a  maiMli^ 
of  the  Repoblicim  Party  since 
1856,  were  for  less  likely  u>  anp- 

gort  Bosh  than  any  previous 
qmblicro  president.  Repoblicro 
prmidentiai  crodidales  tradtiiood- 
ly  receive  60-70%  of  mainline 
Protestant  votes,  but  this  year 
Bosh  received  just  38%  nation¬ 
wide.  Clinton  won  slightly  over 
38%  and  Perot  woo  24%. 

These  volen  —  economic  raod- 
eratea  but  social-issue  libenls  — 
may  have  reacted  against  the 
extreme  tone  of  the  Republican 


tbopsai^  millioo  people.  What  is 
reaOy;  needed  Js  a  ^y  demoostra- 
tioodfpositiveChriatiro  living.”  . 

Stanley  and  Glenna  Stamps 
wrofo  requeffing  prayer  for  ^ 
100  churches  of  the  Honduras 
Bi^tist  Convention.  Their  son 
Keith  (and  wife  Penny)  serve  in 
neighboring  Guatemala.  Keith 
writes  of  travding  for  hows  to  a 
mountain  village:  *Tbe  rain  started 
just  as  we  arrived  at  the  home  d  a 
couple  inrerested  in  the  go^l. 
Most  of  the  people  in  the  ^ufage 
were  drunk,  however,  three  young 
men  came  to  tak  to  me  about  the 


uur  missionaries  continoe  to 
walk  die  rice  paddies  of  Southeast 
Asia,  climb  the  mountains  of  Cen¬ 
tral  America,  or  minister  in  the 
large  cities  ot  tiie  worid...  just  as 
Lottie  Moon  did  in  (he  last  ceoto- 
ly.  Yow  praying  and  your  giviag 
will  hdp  to  (hem  there. 

—  GH 


convention  in  August  and  the 
party’s  almost  total  embrace  of 
conservative  Rdigioos  Right  posi- 
tiOOB. 

CUotoa’s  victories  in  Vermom, 
Coonecticot,  Maiue,  New  Hamp¬ 
shire,  Ohio,  Michigan,  and  Iowa 
-r-  where  many  oi  these  voters 
reside  —  were  tefkale  signs  of  dis¬ 
approval  of  recent  trends  in 
Republican  politics.  Vermont,  a 
state  with  maiii^  mainline  and 
Catholic  voten,.  wem  Democrat 
for  only  the  second  time  in  160 
years. 

Menendez  Is  a  specialist  on 
religious  vothronatterns  and 
author  of  RELKaiN4  AT  THE 
POLLS.  This  article  is  reprinted 
with  perariasion  Arom  RcUgioas 
News  Service. 
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JOURNAL  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST  CONVENTION 


Parks  to  accept  CBF  post 
as  missions  coordinator 


Leaders  say  SBC,!  ^ght  replace  WMU  if  it  supports  Fellowshiid 


’.-o'  BjMai*WinglWd«idGr*gW«Tier  '  .  .,..nV/vK.r: 

BIRMINGHA]^  ‘A}a.  (ABP)  —  ^rn  9^tists  whp  gajr.  they  have  Missioa  Board.  cuasioo  was  cordial  and  Cfadst-like  their  husbands  were  Jodi  Cfaa^ 

If  Woman’s  Ktisgionary  Union  been  excluded  nrom  meaningful  SBC  leaders  at  the  Nov.  20  and  hopefully  very  helpful  to  mam,  Caird.Ann  Dcq)er>  Bctt^o 

offers  any  suppotj  to  the  Coopeia-  ,  involvement  in  the  SBC  by  the  meeting  said  the  SBC  Executive  everyone  there.’*  Lewis,  and  Nferedith  Kanuneidi- 

tive  Baptist  Fellowship,  the  S^th-  denominatioo’s  n^w  gaore  o(xiser-  Committee  might  create  its  own  Tte  cordial  qnrit  of  the  meeting  ener.  * 

em  Bq)tist  Convention  nti^t  ere-  .  vative  lead^'  '  women’s  organization  as  an  should  eliminate  any  suggestion  of  Rqnesenting  WMU  were  mem- 

ate  its  own  women ’6  orgtuiization  The  I^owsh^  reportedly  has  agency  of  the  ^C  if  WMU  offers  a  threat.  Chapman  said  bers  of  the  study  oommitiDe,  which 

to  compete  widi  WMU,  SBC  lead-  asked  WMU  to  promote  the  orga-  support  to  the  FeDowship.  Jimmy  Dn^,  who  iqnesented  inctudes  WMU  Executive  Dieectm 

ers  said  Nov.  20,  nization’s  new  global  missions  Morris  Chapman,  who  rqnesent-  the  Bifitist  Sunday  School  Board,  Ddlanna  O’Brien  and  WMU  Pies- 

WMU  and  SBC  leaders  met  in  prognun  and  its  annual  missions  ed  the  Executive  Committee  in  the  ,  agreed  no  threat  was  intended,  ident  Carolyn  M^r.  Otter  com- 

Birmingham  to  discuss  WMU’s  ofBi^g.  But  that  would  contradict  meeting,  later  told  Associated  Instead  the  meeting  was  “very  mittee  members  include  state 

role  within  the  convention.  The  the  purpose  for  which  WMU  was  Bj^tist  Press  the  suggestion  of  a  congenial,”  said  Draper,  board  WB^  ditectors  and  presidents  and 

meeting  was  held  at  the  invitation  formed,  SBC  leaders  say,  namely  new  agency  should  not  be^taten  as  preandent.  WMU  staff, 

of  a  17-member  committee  of  to  support  the  denominatioo’s  offi-  a  threat  against  WMU.  Other  SBC  leaders  partiemating  As  an  auxiliary  to  the  SBC, 

national  and  state  WMU  leaders  dal  missioo  program.  "Anyt^g  that  was  said  about  were  Larry  Lewis,  Home  Nussion  WMU  elects  its  own  board  of 

studying  WMU’s  hiture.  WMU’s  promotion  of  the  SBC’s  the  meeting  could  be  miscon-  Board  president;  Don  Kammerdi-  directors  aixl  raises  its  own  finan- 

Tte  study  conunittee  is  debating  two  annual  mission  offerings  is  strued,”  said  Chapman,  president  ener,  interim  Foreign  Mission  dal  support.  Agencies  of  the  SBC, 

whether  or  not  WMU  should  largely  reroonsible  for  raising  of  the  Executive  Committee.  "I  Board  president;  and  James  on  the  otter  b^,  are  controOed 

establish  ties  with  the  Fdlowshm,  rougUy  half  the  budget  of  the  For-  didn’t  undertand  that  to  be  a  threat.  Williams,  Brotherhood  Commis-  by  trustees  tmpointed  by  the  SBC 

a  national  organization  of  South-  eign  Mission  Board  and  Home  The  entire  atmosphere  of  the  dis-  sion  president.  Attending  with  (See  WMU  on  page  S) 
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Current  receipts:  $619,938 


Margaret  Lackey 
State  Mission 
Offering 


Highlights  of  convention 
to  be  shown  around  state 

(figfaiights  of  lS7tfi  SessioD  of  the  Mississippi  Bsyxist  Cooventioa  will 
be  snown  on  a  number  of  ACTS  and  other  ^urch  cable  television  sys¬ 
tems  around  the  state  in  early  December. 

The  highlights  will  include  an  introduction  by  Bill  Causey,  in^rin- 
lional  music,  testimonies  of  *llow  I  Met  Jesus,”  and  portions  of  major 
measac^ 

“Ponder  Anew  What  the  Almighty  Can  Do”  was  die  theme  of  the  con¬ 
vention  and  the  title  of  the  S8-minute  “Hij^ghts”  video.  The  Dqiait- 
ment  of  Broadcast  Services,  Mississippi  Bandst  Convention  Board,  pro- 
duo^  tte  yi^  in  cot^ration  with  Hist  Chtncfa,  Jackson,  and  Ander- 
sotf Communicatioos  of  Jackson  pro¬ 
vided  sound  enpneeis  for  die  conventkm. 

Videotapes  of  the  Bible  treasures  and  some  convention  sermons  will 
be  available  from  the  Depaiiment  of  Broadcast  Services  on  1/2-inch 
VHS  for  loan  by  the  mid-Deoember  in  addition  to  the  convention  “ifigh- 
ligltt”  videot^. 

Broadcast  Services  Departmeix  win  be  glad  to  loan  a  3/4-inch  video¬ 
tape  (or  1/2-ioch)  for  broadcast  to  state  cfaurcfaes  which  ^ve  acoes$  to 
cable  cfaaiinels. 

Those  cfaurcfaes  and  crdile  stations  scheduled  to  run  the  “HighKghhg” 
tape  are; 


City 

Wheeler  Grove  BC 
Corinlb 

Dale 

Dec.  9 

nme 

12:30  pm. 

Cable  Channel 
Noitii  Miss.  Cable 
Channel  32 

ACTS  of  Rankin 
Brandon 

Dec.  9 

7  pm. 

Rankin  Co.  Cable 
Channel  35 

Hrst  BC 

Bruce 

Dec.  6 

Dec.  9 

5  pm. 

8  pm. 

Walco/Biuce-Ch.  2 
W07BNLPTV.Ch.7 

First  BC 

Calhoun  Gty 

Dec.  9 

Dec.  13 

7  pm. 

3  pm. 

Vista  ConunuiBcatioo 
Channel  27 

ACTS  Channel  10 
Cleveland 

Dec.  8 

7  p.m. 

Warner  Cable  Co. 
Channel  10 

Washington  Co.  **Daie/rune  Pending 

ACTS  Bid.,  Greenville 

McCraw  Cable 
Channel  26 

ACTS  of  Jackson^ 
Jackson 

•*Datc/Time  Pending 

Capitol  Cablevision 
Channel  23 

ACTS  of  Laurel 
Laurel 

Dec.  7 
Dec.  8 
Dec.  8 

7  p.m. 

1  pm. 

5:30  p.m. 

Comcast  Cable 
Channel  18 

Lebanon  ACTS 
Brd.,  Hattiesburg 

Dec.  6 
Dec.  7 
Dec.  9 
Dec.  10 
Dec.  11 
Dec.  13 

12  pm. 

2  &  7  pm. 

2  pm. 

7  A  9  p.m. 
9j).m. 

Iz  p.m. 

Pine  Belt  Cable 
Channel  6 

HrstBC 

Yazoo  Gty 

Dec.  7 
Dec.  10 

8  p.m. 

8  p.m. 

Warner  Amex 
Channel  10 

(ABP)  —  The  effort  to  extend 
fondamental-conservative  contnd 
to  Bi^tist  life  on  the  state  level 
made  few  inroads  during  the  recent 
round  of  state  convention  meet- 
mgs. 

In  stales  that  elected  a  new  prea- 
deot  from  dearly  identified  cbdc- 
es,  fundamental-conservatives 
could  claim  victory  in  oi^  three 
convendons  —  Keittucky,  Getwgia, 
and  Soufo  Carolina. 

Moderate-conservatives  won  in 
at  least  five  —  Virginia,  Ten¬ 
nessee,  Missouii,  Alabama,  and  the 
two-stale  convention  of  Muyland- 
Delawaie  —  and  in  Texas,  where 
the  incumbent  president  faced  a 
rare  challenge. 

In  two  otto  stales  —  the  conser¬ 
vative  stron^lds  of  Flmida  and 
Oklahoma  —  candidates  endrased 
by  fundamental -conservatives  were 
defeated  by  nominees  claiming  no 
political  allegiance.  In  both  cases, 
the  elections  were  interpreted  as  a 
rejection  (rf  organized  politicking. 

HmdameiUal-coose^atives  made 
their  most  surprising  gainx  in  Ken¬ 
tucky,  a  state  usually  dominated  by 
moderate-conservatives.  Charles 
Stewart,  a  pastor  from  Ashland, 
was  elected  president  with  the 
endmsement  of  fundamental-con¬ 
servatives,  who  also  succeeded  in 
Mocking  a  constitutioaal  change. 

That  change  would  have  given 
churches  representation  in  the  state 
convention  widioat  making  finan¬ 
cial  contributions  to  the  national 
Southern  Baptist  Convention, 
wfaidi  has  been  controlled  by  fun¬ 
damental-conservatives  since  1979. 

The  Kentucky  effort  was  dir&cled 
by  Terry  Sammons  and  Mike 
Routt,  two  pastors  who  partidpaled 
in  a  strategy  session  for  fiindianen- 
tal-conservative  state  leaders  last 
August  in  Memphis,  Tena 

The  Meoqito  meeting  brought 
together  about  SO  leaders  from  IS 
states  to  share  strategies  for 
extending  fbndameatal-conserva- 
tive  control  to  state  conventions. 


§ 

\ 


Ktn  Alford,  pastor  of  Morrison 
Heights  Church  In  Clinton  and 
president  of  the  Mississippi  Pas¬ 
tors’  Conference,  presides  over  the 
Nov.  9  opening  session  of  the  1992 
conference  from  the  puipit  of  Rrst 
Church,  Jackson.  The  conference  is 
heid  each  year  prior  to  the  start  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
session.  (Photo  by  Wiiiiam  H. 
Perkins  Jr.) 


Ironically,  the  organizeis  of  the 
meeting  could  report  no.such  suc¬ 
cess  in  their  states. 

Memphis  pastor  and  tiiree-time 
SBC  prMident  Adrian  Rogers,  who 
was  host  speaker  for  the  Aug.  20 
Memphis  meeting,  nominated  tiw 
fundamental-conservative  candi¬ 
date  for  presideot  during  the  Ten¬ 
nessee  convention  and  lost. 
Nashville  pastor  Jeny  Sutttm  was 
defeated  by  Hendersonville  pastor 
Leonard  Markham. 

T.  C  PirKkney,  one  of  two  orga¬ 
nizers  of  the  Memphis  meeting, 
was  eat^y  defeated  in  his  Md  for 
the  presidency  in  Virginia.  Pinck¬ 
ney,  a  retired  Air  Force  general 
from  Alexandria,  lost  to  D^viDe 
layman  Wrdter  Harrow,  877-2,888. 

Peny  Ellis  Dallas,  co-mganiz- 
er  of  the  Memphis  meeting  and 
leader  of  Texas  fondamertt^-con- 
servatives,  promoted  a  slate  oT i^- 
cers  at  the  Texas  convention  and 
lost.  Rudy  Hernandez  lost  to 
incumbent  president  Dick  Mr^les 
of  Bryan  (1,572-4,326). 

Hernandez,  a  San  Antoniaevan- 
gehst,  was  endorsed  by  two  funda¬ 
mental-conservative  groups  in 
Texas,  including  the  Texas  Bapto 
Conservative  Fellowship,  wmch 
Ellis  serves  as  executive  director. 
The  group’s  two  vice  presidential 
nominees  also  lost 

In  Honda,  fundamental-conserv¬ 
atives  who  participated  in  the 
Merrmhis  meeting  promoted  a  slate 
of  omcers  but  lost  to  candidates 
not  aligned  in  the  political  contro¬ 
versy.  Stuart  pastor  I>anen  Orman 
lost  the  presidential  race  to  Delta 
pilot  Tim  Locher  of  Hollywood 
(485-595). 

Orman’s  candidacy  was  erxlorsed 
in  a  preconvention  card-writing 
campai^  by  Jacksonville  pastors 
Jerry  Vines  aiKl  Homer  Undsay 
and  two  members  of  the  SBC 
Executive  Committee,  Robert 
Parker  and  Guy  Sanders.  Parker 
represented  Horida  at  the  Memphis 
meeting. 

In  Georgia,  however,  fiiiKtoien- 
tal-conservatives  won  the  presiden¬ 
cy  and  tinee  of  the  four  vice  presi¬ 
dential  slots.  Dacula  pastor  Larry 
Wynn  was  elected  president  over 
Newnan  pastor  Eugene  Tyre 
(3,305-2,772).  The  slate  of  candi- 
drttes  backed  by  the  moderate-con¬ 
servative  Georgia  Cooperative 


Baptist  Fellowship  lost  four  of  five 
contests. 

In  South  Carolina,  the  fiindamen- 
tal<onservative  candidate  won  in  a 
dose  presiderttial  race  with  51%  of 
the  vote;  West  Columbia  pastor 
Stephen  Good  defeated  Gren  pas¬ 
tor  Loiuie  Shull  845-799. 

In  Alabama,  Birmingham-atea 
pastor  Dewey  Corder  was  elected 
president  by  58  votes  over  Athens 
pastor  Fred  Lackey,  who  was 
endorsed  by  a  group  of  fiindamen- 
tal-cmiservative  pastors.  Corder 
described  himself  as  "ttieologicaDy 
conservative  and  politically  non- 
afigi^” 

Likewise  in  Missouri,  Jackson 
pastor  Rodney  Travis  was  elected 
president  over  Marvin  Nobles  of 
St  Louis,  debate  Nobles’  endorse¬ 
ment  by  a  group  of  fundamental- 
conservative  pastms.  'Travis,  who 
served  as  first  vice  president  this 
year,  described  himself  as  a  theo¬ 
logical  conservative  who  is  not 
identified  with  any  faction  but 
“likes  to  cooperate  and  work 
together.” 

In  Oklahoma,  a  traditionally  con- 
servative  state.  Elk  City  pastor 
Keith  Russell  defeated  fundamen¬ 
tal-conservative  candidate  Bill 
Merrell  of  Lawton  for  president 
(314-245).  Messengers  al^  elected 
their  first  Native  American  to 
office;  Seminole  pastor  Bill  Bar¬ 
nett  was  elected  fto  vice  president 
over  fundamental-conservative 
candidate  .Bobby  Boyles,  pastw  of 
First  Church  of  Moore,  the  church 
where  the  ctxivention  was  held. 

In  two  states  where  the  incum¬ 
bent  president  was  elected  to  a  tra¬ 
ditional  second  term,  politics 
nonetheless  surfaced  during  the 
state  conventioa 

In  North  CarMina,  fundamental- 
conservatives  failed  to  amend  the 
convention’s  budget  to  send  more 
money  to  the  SBC  (743-993). 

And  in  Mississippi,  messengers 
narrowly  defeated  an  attempt  to  cut 
off  funding  for  their  state  newspa¬ 
per,  the  Baptist  Record  (342-449). 
Most  of  the  $540,320  allocation, 
which  provides  a  third  of  the  news¬ 
paper’s  budget,  would  have  been 
sent  to  the  SBC.  Hindameotal-con- 
servatives,  however,  did  succeed  in 
electing  the  president  of  the  state 
pastors^  conference  and  in  forming 
a  statewide  organization. 


Theological  study  committee 
named,  seeks  SBC  input 


BIRMWGHAM,  Ala.  (BP)  — 
Nine  additional  peofrie  have  been 
ifipointed  to  die  dieMogical  study 
committee  as  part  of  a  ta-xk  fmee 
created  in  September  by  SBC 
President  H.  Edwin  Young, 
according  to  the  committee’s  co- 
chairmen. 

Timothy  George,  dean  of  the 
Beeson  Divinity  School  at  Samfmd 
University  in  Birmingham,  and 
Roy  L.  Honeycutt,  president  of 
Southern  Seminary  in  Louisville, 
Ky.,  were  named  co-chairmen. 

,  The  committee  met  Nov.  13-14 
at  Beeson  and  announced  the 
remaining  members:  William  Bell, 


Dallas;  J.  Walter  Carpenter  Jr., 
Houston;  Mark  Coppenger, 
Nashville;  St^hen  Corts, 
Charfeston,  S.C.;  Carl  FJL  Henry, 
Arlington,  Va.;  Herscbel  H. 
Hobbs,  Oklahoma  Gty;  Richard 
Land,  Nashville;  R.  Alb^  Mobler 
Jr.,  Atlanta;  and  William  Tolar, 
Fort  Worth,  Texas. 

The  conunittee  was  instructed  by 
Young  to  use  as  foundational  doc¬ 
uments  1963  Baptist  Faith  and 
Message  statement,  the  1987 
rqiort  uid  recommendittioos  of  the 
SBC  Peace  Comihittee,  and  the 
1978  and  1982  Chicago  State¬ 
ments  on  Biblical  Inerrancy. 


dental 
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for  major  impact  on  lost  world 


By  H.  PcrUiH  Jr. 

< 

tim  with  tte  Fmeim  Missioa  challenges  of  a  new  era  in  mis- 
Bo.ard  to  maximize  tune  spent  sions. 

Soothe  B^iats  most  prepare  oveneas.  The  mi8si<»aiies  also  described 

to  meet  the  chaurages  of  a  wcdd  “Don’t  get  frustrated  with  die  dieir  impressions  of  tte  changes 
open  as  never  before  to  Christian  paperwork  and  go  out  on  your  underway  at  tte  Fbreign  Mission 
medical  and  dental  missions  — _ 
accordin 
q>okB  att 


Second  in  a  series 


own,”  he  said.  Board.  They  expressed  sadness 

Oire  of  die  best  ways  to  build  iq)  and  concern  for  the  controversy 
medical-dental  missions  is  to  sup-  that  has  been  brought  on  by  the 
port  programs  that  send  medicid  changes,  but  they  also  described 
stndems  on  mission  tr^,  accord-  their  personal  reassurances  that 
ing  to  Swan.  they  are  still  about  “the  Lord’s 

“Many  students  who  come  business.” 
under  grwts  come  back  as  med-  “People  can’t  be  praying  all  that 
nas  now.  uoctofs  and  nurses  can  ical  missionaries,”  he  said.  much  if  they  are  frghting  and 

gM  in  where  others  can’t;  methcal  Sam  Cannata,  a  pl^sidan  sta-  arguing.  God  works  around  pro¬ 
missionaries  are  getting  into  doned  in  Ethiopia,  described  die  fessionals  sometimes,”  Cannata 
plac^  too  politiodly  sensitive  to  medical  and  dental  work  that  said. 

nremion,”  said  Bill  Swan,  a  mis-  sometimes  can’t  be  undertaken  “I  have  at  times  felt  like  a  child 
sionary-physician  who  has  because  of  a  lack  of  proper  instru-  in  divorce,  but  I  am  reassured  that 
worked  in  Mscao  for  IS  years.  ments  with  udiidi  to  perform  die  this  is  the  Lord’s  business,” 
“Those  of  us  who  are  doctors  procedures.  Mitchell  said, 

have  the  best  of  both  worlds —  “Please  answer  the  requests  for  Controversy  is  beginning  to  fil- 

healing  physical  problems  and  [dmiations  of]  medical  and  deiUal  ter  down  to  the  mi«tinnaries  and 
sharing  ^  goqiel  of  Jesus  Christ,  instruments,”  he  urged.  is  affecting  morale  and  the  trust 

Everything  we  do  is  ultimately  Cannata  also  counseled  volun-  they  place  in  the  Foreign  Nfission 
rela^^  to  lea^g  people  to  Jesus  teers  against  bringing  quantities  Board,  according  to  Swan. 

Christ,”  he  said.  of  material  items  to  give  away  “The  controversy  is  hurting  us 

Swan  told  of  a  Chinese  man  he  during  mission  trips,  citing  the  in  the  Third  World.  They  ask, 
treated  in  Macao  for  terminal  can-  unreasonably  high  expectations  *How  can  you  preach  love  when 
cer.  The  man  was  woo  to  Christ  that  are  genentfed  among  the  tesi-  you’re  fighting  among  your- 
by  the  witness  of  the  Christian  dents.  selves?”’ Swan  said, 

profession's  who  helped  him  “It  is  impossible  to  have  a  qpiri-  Naylor  described  her  personal 

cope  with  his  illness.  He  returned  teal  relationship  with  anyone  who  concern  for  the  controversy,  but 
to  his  ancestral  home  in  northern  has  a  material  relationship  with  said  that  it  has  had  no  effect  on 
China  to  die,  but  before  be  pass^  you.  They  come  to  expect  it,”  he  her  professional  wo±. 
away  be  started  a  diurch  that  is  said.  Medical  and  dental  personnel 

now  thriving  under  the  leadersh^  Harold  Mitchell,  a  dentist  in  interested  in  more  information  on 
of  his  widow.  Rwanda,  suggested  that  because  the  Bsqitist  Medical-Dental  Fel- 

“We  caii’t  lead  the  wodd  to  die  of  the  gi^eat  needs  around  the  lowsh^  can  contact  tfie  Brother- 
Lord  with  juA  peeudien;  we  need  wmld.  Southern  Biqitists  should  hood  Department  of  the  Missis- 
volunteers  like  medical  profes-  reach  out  to  Christian  medical  and  sippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  at 
sionals.  It’s  a  new  day  in  mis-  dental  practitioners  from  other  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS 
sions.  If  we  don’t  m,  it’s  our  fault  denominations  and  encourage  39205-0530.  Telephone  (601) 
and  not  the  preat^rs’  fault  any  them  to  become  involved  in  med-  9^3800. 
more,”  he  said.  ical-deotal  missioos.  Next  week:  A  profile  of  John 

Swan  encouraged  American  Rebekab  Naylor  stressed  the  McGrow,  who  helped  start  the 
doctors  and  dentists  to  become  importance  of  prayers  for  her  Baptist  Medical-Dental  Fellow- 
more  invtdved  by  scheduling  vol-  wo^  as  a  missionary-physician  in  ship  16  years  ago  while  in  med- 
unteer  mission  trips  to  areas  of  India,  and  she  asked  IM  members  ical  school.  Today,  the  Laurel 
die  worid  where  their  specialties  of  the  fellowship  to  continue  to  orthopaedic  surgeon  is  serving  as 
are  sorely  needed,  and  be  stressed  pray  for  the  work  of  missionaries  the  first  Mississippi  president  of 
the  importance  of  coordinating  around  the  world  as  they  meet  die  the  national  organization. 


Fred  Lowery  (photo  at  right), 
stor  of  First  Church,  Bossier  City, 


La.,  addressed  members  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Reiigious  Edu¬ 
cators  Association  Nov.  9  at  their 
iuncheon  at  Morrison  Heights 
Church  in  Clinton.  Lowery  is  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Pastors’  Conference  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 
The  luncheon  is  an  annual  event 
held  just  before  the  start  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  ses¬ 
sion.  Gerald  and  Cindy  Simmons 
(above)  provided  special  music  for 
the  attendees.  The  educators  also 
announced  plans  for  their  annual 
meeting  Feb.  18-20, 1993,  at  New 
Orleans  Seminary.  (Photos  by 
William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 


Other  state  conventions 


Director  of  Baptist  Nursing  Fellowship 


advises  members  to  prepare  for  future 

By  Willijun  H.  Pcrkku  Jr. 


Last  in  a  series 

The  bead  of  the  Bsqitist  Nuising 
Fellowship  (BNF)  told  the  orga- 
nizatioa’s  members  at  their  annu¬ 
al  meeting  Nov.  12-15  at  the  Pea¬ 
body  Hotel  in  Memphis  that  nurs¬ 
es  bold  a  special  place  in  mis¬ 
sions  work,  and  urged  them  to 
prepare  now  for  the  t]q>es  of  mis¬ 
sions  they  will  find  in  the  next 
century. 

June  Whidow,  a  25-year  veter¬ 
an  of  Woman’s  Missionary 
Union  (WW^  worfc  and  die  ICL 
year  executive  director-treasurer 
of  BNF,  encouraged  ffae  nurses  to 
search  for  ways  to  serve  the  mis¬ 
sions  cause. 

Ashley  McCaleb,  BNF  liaison 
in  the  WMU  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board, 
reported  that  approximately  35 


Mississippians  attended  the 
meeting,  making  the  state’s 
Baptist  nurses  tops-in  atten¬ 
dance. 

Whidow,  in  caUiitg  BNF  mem¬ 
bers  to  missions  work  in  the  21st 
century,  listed  nurses’  qualities  as 
teaching,  encouraging,  contribut¬ 
ing  to  the  needs  of  others,  and 
leadersh^. 

“What  will  missions  look  like 
in  die  21st  century?  What  will  we 
have  to  do  to  be  prepared?”  she 
asked. 

“We  must  be  careful  about  our 
missions  lifestyle:  what  are  we 
gmng  to  do  in  our  everyday  lives 
to  prepare  for  winning  people  to 
Jesus?^  she  asked. 

Whitlow  issued  three  chal¬ 
lenges  to  each  of  the  nurses: 

—  Introduce  a  person  in  their 
home  churdi  to  missioos,  prefer¬ 


ably  someone  who  is  currently 
not  invidved  in  missions. 

—  Start  a  new  ministry  of  some 
kind  in  their  home  chun^. 

—  Bnndl  one  new  member  in 
BNF  and  encourage  them  to 
attend  the  annual  meeting. 

She  also  reminded  BNF  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  most  important  aspect 
of  missioos  wo±:  prayer. 

“We  most  be  in  prayer  about 
missions.  Where  we  can’t  get  in 
physically,  we  can  get  in  by 
prayer,”  Wtudow  said. 

The  next  BNF  annual  meeting 
is  scheduled  for  Nov.  11-14, 
1993,  in  Birmingham,  Ala. 

Persons  interested  in  more 
information  on  BNF  can  contact 
the  WMU,  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board,  at  P.O.  Box 
530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530. 
Telephone:  (601)  968-3800. 


Hard  Times  Cited  as  Oklahoma  Adopts  Budget 

MOORE,  Okla.  (BP)  —  Oklahoma  Biqx^  elected  apparendy  the  first 
Native  American  to  a  statewide  office  during  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Baptist  General  Conveittion  of  Oklahoma’s  annual  meeting  Nov.  SI-11. 
WUle  approving  a  restdution  endorsing  the  Cooperative  Program,  mes¬ 
sengers  reduced  the  percentage  of  their  $17.6  milhoo  1993  budget  for 
CP-fiinded  Southern  Baptist  home  and  foreign  missioos  and  ministries 
from  44.25%  to  42%.  Tte  1992  budget  totaled  $17  million.  In  introduc¬ 
ing  the  recommendation  to  reduce  the  CP  division.  Bill  Merrell,  member 
of  a  committee  to  study  the  matter,  noted  the  dedsioo  was  “not  prditical. 
It  was  purely  an  economic  dedsioo”  based  on  a  decade  of  recession  in 
Oklahoma.  In  the  election  fin-  BCJCO  president,  messengers  picked  Keith 
RusseU,  pastor  of  First  Church  in  Elk  City,  by  a  314-245  vote  over  Kfer- 
reU,  director  of  missioos  for  the  Coman^-Cotton  Assodation.  Native 
American  Bill  Barnett,  pastor  of  Indian  Natiorw  Church  near  Seminole, 
in  the  South  Canadian  Association,  was  elected  first  vice  president  by  a 
303-274  margin  over  Bobby  Boyles,  pastor  of  the  host  church,  Rrst 
Church  of  Moore. 


Beulah  Church  lost  in  fire 

Beulah  Church  near  Magee  (Simpson  Assodation)  burned  to  the 
ground  Friday  nigl^  Nov.  27.  No  further  information  was  available  at 
press  time.  Guy  Killen  is  pastor. 


Letters  to  the  editor 


Some  who  wear  the  name  accomplish  his  will.  However,  I 
‘*Soathem  Baptists”  simply  are  find  that  Scrqituie  has  a  lot  to  say 
not!  They  hold  a  pseado-intellec-  about  how  God  can  overcome 
tual  view  of  Scripture  explaining  presidents,  kings,  and  "rulers  of 
away  the  miracles,  i.e.,  the  ogea-  this  worid”  to  perform  bis  word, 
ing  of  the  Red  Sea,  the  axe-head  What  would  hiqmen  if  all  of  our 
floating,  Jesus  walking  on  the  churches  focusM  the  efforts  cur- 
water.  They  teach  that  homosexu-  rently  being  spent  on  changing  a 
ality  and  iftghianism  are  accqitable  handful  of  men  whose  values  are 
fifties;  that  taking  the  life  of  the  highly  questionable,  to  changing 
unborn  is  not  sin,  and  on  and  on  the  lives  of  our  neighbors  by  intro- 
the  list  goes.  Again,  it’s  the  right  dodng  them  to  Jqsus  Christ?  His- 
of  each  person  to  believe  as  he  tory  shows  us  that  when  real 
wisfies,  but  only  die  hypocrite  says  revival  sweeps  across  the  land, 
that  be  is  somedung  that  be  is  not!  bars  closed,  a^  die  devil  went  out 
The  Cooperarive  Biqitist  Fellow-  of  business  due  to  lack  of  partici- 
sbip  has  taken  something  from  pation.  Is  this  not  the  way  we 
Southern  Biqitists  that  was  used  should  close  abortion  clinics,  win 
wonderfully  well  for  many  years  the  war  on  drugs,  combat  pomog- 
—  the  word  "coc^terative.”  Coop-  rafdiy,  rescue  the  «idangered  fiimi- 
eration  with  this  group  however  ly,  etc.?  Shouldn’t  we  be  leading 
means  a  homogenization  of  belief  to  Christ  instead  of  lobbying  Con- 
They  have  sluewdly  taken  "coop-  gress?  Or  is  all  that  just  "church 
eradve,”  and  huned  it  into  a  tool  to  talk”  not  taken  seriously  by 
disrupt  missions  efforts,  advocate  "mature”  Christians?  "Not  by 
their  cause,  and  divide  Southern  might,  nor  by  power,  but  by  my 
Biqitists  to  attain  their  own  ends.  Spirit  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts” 
Perhaps  this  is  the  group  to  aduch  (Zech.  4:6). 
all  wm>  want  a  blended  system  of  Bill  Ferrand,  pastor 

belief  should  go  —  then  all  will  Springdale  Qiorcb 

know  who  is  "fellow”  and  is  West 

not 

Bobby  Hood,  pastor  _  ,,  .~ 

First  Church,  Myrick  Replies  to  Home 

Laurel  Editor: 

After  reading  the  article  concem- 
.  .  ing  Rex  Home  Jr.  of  Immanuel 

Also  apologizes  Church  in  Little  Rock,  I  have  great 

Editor  news  for  him.  There  is  a  manual  as 

As  a  lifelong  Southern  Baptist  I  to  how  he  should  conduct  hiinself 
must  also,  like  John  Voss  ("^;k4o-  as  the  pastor  of  the  president-elect, 
gy  for  motion,”  Baptist  Record,  He  probably  will  not  like  the 
Nov.  19),  apologize  to  President-  options  that  are  open  to  him  under 
elect  Qinton  and  Vice  President-  this  guidebook.  Of  course  I’m 
elect  Gore  for  the  lamentable  talking  about  God’s  inspired 
action  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Word.  The  Bible  even  gives  many 
Convention  in  removing  the  words  examples  of  how  God’s  men  con- 
“feUow  Soutiiem  Baptists”  from  a  ducted  themselves  in  the  presence 
resolution  passed  at  the  annual  of  kings  and  governors.  Home 
convention  calling  for  prayer  for  could  read  of  Samuel,  Daniel, 
these  two  leaders.  Nathan,  Paul,  and  countless  others 

My  heart  aches  that  the  time  has  who  served  in  the  presence  of 
come  when  we  refuse  to  recognize  national  rulers.  But  I  believe  be 
as  "fellow  Southern  Biq)tist8”  those  could  find  much  pertinent  infor- 
elected  to  the  highest  offices  in  tiie  mation  by  reading  of  John  the 
land  wten  they  ate  believers  who  B:q)tist  who  rebuk^  King  Herod 
ate  active  members  of  Southern  for  the  sin  in  his  life. 

Bq>tist  churches  —  all  of  which  It  makes  my  blood  boil  when  I 
has  been  fully  tq>orted  in  our  Coo-  read  of  people  gloating  that  we 
vention’s  own  Biuptist  Press.  have  a  president-elect  ai^  a  vice 

George  S.  Luter  president-elect  that  are  members 

Jackson  of  Southern  Brq>tist  churches.  It 

1  ,  ,  makes  me  ashamed  to  be  a  Soutb- 

VtOu  I166C1S  no  llOip  era  Baptist,  and  I  do  not  know 
Editw;  how  long  I  will  continue  to  be 

It  is  fascinating  to  notice  the  old  associated  in  name  with  actions 
laws  th^  stiU  active  in  many  such  as  this.  Please  test  assured 
Mississippi  communities  that  ate  that  i  am  not  alone  in  my  feelings 
commonly  ignored.  Many  old  oo  thia  matter, 
communities  have  laws  restricting  A  last  point  would  be  that  I 
parking  of  automobiles  to  accom-  know  the  6ible  teaches  that  Horne 
mod^e  horse-drawn  wagons,  would  need  to  provide  a  reason- 
Many  of  rural  and  not-so-rural  able  period  of  tmoe  for  Qirtton  to 
churches  have  similar  restrictions  repent  after  he  was  faced  with 
against  automobiles  favoring  hors-  these  charges.  It  would  thrill  my 
es  and  horse-drawn  wagons  in  soul  to  see  Chntoo  adopt  a  view  in 
their  constitutions  and  by4aws.  line  with  the  Word  of  God.  I  pray 
If  the  automobile  can  overcome  for  him  and  our  other  leaders  on  a 


Pielurttf  m  the  1993  offleere  of  the  Pastors’  ConfOronco.  From  left, 
they  are  Randy  Turner,  pastor  of  First  Church,  Laurel,  vice  president; 
Chuck  Hampton,  pastor  of  Hrst  Church,  Flora,  secretaiy-treasurer,  and 
Bobby  Williamson,  pastor  of  Park  Place  Church,  Brandon,  president. 


STARVATION  IN  AFRICA  MOVED  CHURCH  MEMBERS  TO 
DONATE  SlOOfiOO:  Jonesboro,  Ark.  (EP) — News  of  starvation  in  Africa, 
where  millions  offer from  fianine  and  war,  moved  members  of  Central  Bap¬ 
tist  Church  in  Jonesboro,  Ark.,  to  postpone  plans  to  buy  a  new  organ  a^ 
instead  donate. IdOOjOOO  to  the  Foreign  Mission  Boards  world  hunger  and 
reBeffrmd.  "We’re  not  a  rich  church,  but  we  felt  we  needed  to  do  more  in 
this  crisis,"  said  Rex  Holt,  pastor.  At  a  special  Wednesday  night  meeting, 
the  congregation  met  to  pray  for  ram  in  Africa  and  discuss  what  titey  could 
do  to  help.  They  unanimously  agreed  to  give  the  money  towards  relitf.  One 
church  member  put  it  wdl.  Holt  recalled,  "Dmng  this  is  what  ifs  all  about 
to  be  a  church." 


ARSON  DESTROYS  BOSTON’S,  AND  CHURCH’S  FIRST 
BUILDING:  HANOVER,  Mass.  (BP)  —  The  first  Southern  Baptist  church 
building  built  in  the  10-year  history  oi  the  Greater  Boston  Bi^itist  Assoda- 
tion  and  oom{4eted  in  1990  was  destroyed  in  a  fire  Nov.  6.  arson-sus¬ 
pected  blaze  destroyed  the  building  of  Fellowship  Baptist  Church  in 
Hanover,  which  was  built  by  vohmieets  from  New  England  and  across  the 
Soudieni  Baptist  Convention,  according  to  pastor  Neal  Davidson,  who  was 
artwiding  the  mtnwl  meeting  of  the  Brptist  Convetxion  of  New  England  in 
Warwick,  RX,  when  hlfom^  of  the  m.  The  &e  was  discovered  at  4:15 
am  and  fire  departmeia  officials  confirmed  a  forced  entry.  Church  mem- 
ben  held  services  in  a  local  hold  Nov.  8  with  extensive  media  coverage  of 
their  services.  The  congie^on  is  seeking  a  teiiq>ora:^  meeting  site.  No 
estimate  of  damages  was  given  but  church  officuis  saM  the  building  was 
insared. 


Letters  to  the  editor 


China  needs  witness 

Editor 

If  there  are  those  in  your  reading 
public  ^tdto  want  to  go  where  there 
are  great  crowds  who  have  no 
knowled^  of  the  go^l,  tell  diem 
about  CUna.  CMi,  &  not  think  that 
there  are  no  churches  here;  there 
are  many.  Do  not  think  that  Chi- 
oese  Christians  are  not  attending 
church  services;  they  are  by  the 
thousands.  But  China  has  more 
than  1,000  million  people  rubbing 
elbows  in  this  land  which  has  only 
a  little  more  territory  than  the 
USA.  What  is  really  needed  is  a 
daily  demonstration  of  positive 
Christian  living. 

Actually,  the  pastoral  brethren 
are  not  re^y  needed  for  dus;  just 
any  garden  variety  mature  Chmt- 
ian  will  do.  Oeiks,  school  teach¬ 
ers,  professionals  in  any  category, 
or  anyone  who  is  willing  to  live 
fm  a  while  in  China.  The  Chinese 
government  is  promoting  joint 
venture  businesses:  foreign  money 
to  start  just  about  any  kind  of  prof¬ 
itable  business.  The  average  ^fit 
is  running  about  12%;  40%  m  the 
South.  The  Chinese  economy  has 
not  heard  about  the  recession.  I  am 


"We 

Don't 

Need 

Just  to 

Think 

About 

Helping 

The 

Needy, 

We 

Need  to 

Help 

The 

Needy." 


hoping  ^y  will  catch  on  to  the 
idM  of  joint  venture  churches  for 
that  is  a  big  need.  I  have  visited 
dairch  services  in  numerous  cities 
to  fitxl  that  the  buildings  are  run¬ 
ning  over  with  people  regularly, 
-and  they  do  not  even  have  heating 
and  cooling  facilities.  ' 

Modem  China  has  awakened  to 
the  fact  diat  the  world  has  moved 
off  and  left  them  in  many  areas 
and  they  are  running  hard  to  catch 
up.  World  conscious  Christians 
have  a  marvelous  opportunity  to 
make  a  lasting  impression  right 
now.  Christian  congregations  are 
growing  so  fast  in  d^  country  that 
leadership  cannot  be  trained  quick¬ 
ly  enou^  to  meet  the  challenge. 
World  coosdoos  Christians  wotdd 
do  well  to  devel^  opportunities  to 
g^  in  on  this  action. 

We  enjoy  reading  your  paper 
very  much,  eq)eciaUy  the  editorials. 
All  we  know  about  the  latest  SBC 
is  what  you  print  so  I  hope  that 
you  are  unbiased  as  you  have 
always  been.  Maybe  tody’s  mail 
will  bring  another  blessing  from 
your  bfiBi^  sometimes  we  get  five 
or  six  at  (me  time.  If  you  want  to 
quote  me,  oqness  to  the  good  peo- 


^  of  Nfississq>pi  our  sq)preciation 
for  their  prayers  and  their  supp<xt 
of  the  Coopeiative  Program. 
Ch4rlesA.Ray 
^zfaou  Jiangsu  Province 
China 

The  worst  h3rpocrisy 

Editor 

I  have  been  proud  of  being  a 
Southern  Baptist  because  of  our 
denominational  stand  on  moral 
issues  and  support  of  traditional 
Christian  values.  However,  I 
learned  this  week  that  we  are  a  part 
of  an  evil  that  has  both  horrified  me 
and  cast  shame  on  our  deiKxnina- 
tion. 

For  several  years  the  Christian 
community  has  been  a  part  of  the 
batde  against  ponmgrsqmy  by  boy¬ 
cotting  companies  involved  in  d^ 
tributing  this  filth.  K-Mart  and  its 
subsidiary,  WaldenBooks,  is  cur- 
rendy  the  subject  of  this  type  of 
national  Christian  boycott.  They 
have  been  targeted  for  distributing 
a  particularly  vile  line  of  homosex-, 
u^pomognqifay. 

This  w^  I  learned  diat  our  SBC 
Annuity  Board  is  heavily  invested 
in  K-Mart,  owning  over  200,000 


This  concerned  Saptist  layman  says  this  is 
A.  rime  to  Remember  God^s  servants  who  are  in  need. 
In  the  Magnolia  State,  there  are  more  than  380  retired 


pastors  or  their  widows  who  receive  annuities  of  less 
than  $200  per  month.  Some  are  in  great  need. 

Taking  time  to  remember  the  ministry  of  these  faithful 
soldiers  of  the  cross  will  inspire  others  to  join  in  doing 
something  to  help. 

Contact  Harold  Fisher,  Executive  Secretary  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation  (601)  968-3800,  or 
C.  Joe  McIntosh,  Vice  President  for  Endowment  at  the 
Annuity  Board. 

Annuity  Board  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 

fMWj  PO.  Box  2l90eDallas.  Texas  7S22I-2I90«  I-80U-262-0SI I 


shares  in  the  company.  This  is 
hypocrisy  of  the  worst  land.  While 
our  Southern  Baptist  pastors  in  pul¬ 
pits  all  across  this  nation  are 
preaching  with  all  their  hearts 
against  the  evib  of  pomogmlty,  a 
portion  of  our  tithes  and  ofterings 
IS  bemg  invested  in  the  distribution 
of  hornosexual  pomogrmihy  of  the 
vilest  sort  It  is  uncomdonable  that 
ny  portion  of  Southern  Baptist 
tithM  are  invested  in  this  ty^  of 
activity. 

I  am  sickened  by  what  I  have 
learned  and  encourage  all  Soudiem 
Biq>tists  to  call  or  write  the  Anm- 
ity  Board  concerning  this  matter. 
Aixl  no  matter  what  excuse  or  rea¬ 
son  you  are  riven,  insist  that  noth¬ 
ing  sort  of  (uvesting  all  Southern 
Baptist  shares  in  K-Mart  (or  any 
other  stock  involved  in  question¬ 
able  activities)  is  accqjtable. 

Wade  McGlotfain 

French  Ciunp 

Editor’s  Note:  The  trustees  of 
the  Armuity  Board  have  joined 
with  other  religious  bodies  in 
requesting  that  K-Mart  divest 
ita^  of  pornography.  If  that  is 
nnsnccessftil,  the  Aimnity  Board 
win  divest  itself  of  K-Mart  stock. 

Questions  Ward 

Editor: 

I  am  writing  about  something  I 
heard  at  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  last  week.  One  of  the 
q)eakers  was  Wayne  Ward,  a  pro¬ 
fessor  at  Southern  Seminary.  Ward 
delivered  a  fine  sermon  Tuesday 
afternoon  about  our  fundamental 
beliefe,  but  he  made  one  statemera 
which  I  felt  could  not  go  unchal¬ 
lenged. 

^  referred  to  Abraham’s  offer¬ 
ing  of  bis  beloved  son,  Isaac,  in 
response  to  a  request  to  do  so  by 
G<xl  (Gea  22).  Ward  quoted  some¬ 
one  said  be  couldn’t  worship  a 
god  who  would  c:o(nmand  a  mao  to 
kdl  Us  son,  and  he  said  he  agreed 
with  the  man.  He  then  said  that ' 
God  never  commaixled  Abraham 
to  loll  Isaac,  but  that  G<xi  only  told 
turn  to  offer  Isaac. 

My  Bible  does  itxleed  stmw  that 
G(xl  asked  Abraham  to  offer  Isaac 
to  him,  but  as  a  burnt  offering!  My 
question  to  Ward  is  this:  How 
could  Abraham  offer  Isaac  to  G<xl 
as  a  burnt  offering  without  killing 
him?  Abraham  obviously  thought 
G<xl  bad  commanded  him  to  actu¬ 
ally  loll  his  son  because  verse  10 
tells  us  that  Abraham  “took  the 
knife  to  slay  his  soa”  The  angel  of 
the  Lord  stopped  Abraham  from 
killing  Isaac,  but  He  never  rebuked 
him  for  misunderstanding  the 
command!  Further,  Hebrews 
11:17-19  shows  that  Abraham 


“ac(x>anted  that  God  was  able  to 
raise  him  up,  even  finrn  the  dead,” 
showing  thid  AUaham  erqrected  to 
kill  Isaac  at  the  request  of  Go(L 
This  is  predsely  the  way  in  wUefa 
questionable  teaching  has  entered 
our  Bs^)tist  (xdleges  a^  seminaries, 
sandwiched  into  otherwise  ortho¬ 
dox  sermons  and  lessons.  To  say 
that  our  God  isn’t  the  .land  of  god 
who  would  command  Abraham  to 
kill  his  son  is  to  ignene  the  dear 
teadung  of  Scripture  and  to  depend 
upon  human  wisdom  rather  than 
(te  BiUe  for  insigUs  into  the  char¬ 
acter  of  God  I  felt  my  fellow  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Biqitists  should  be  aware  of 
tUs  subtle  error. 

Paul  R  Russell 

Taylor 

Commit  to  education 

Editor 

I  am  an  alumnus  of  Qaike  Col¬ 
lege  and  Mississippi  College.  I  am 
a  retired  Baptist  pastor  now  living 
in  Brandon.  Two  of  my  children 
attended  Qaike  College.  I  was  a 
messenger  at  the  Mississq^i  Biqv 
tist  Convention  and  was  sadden^ 
at  the  failure  to  restore  Qaike  Col¬ 
lege  to  its  rightful  place  in  Christ¬ 
ian  educatioiL  We  have  a  greater 
problem  than  the  lack  of  funding 
and  closing  of  Qaike  College.  We, 
as  Mississippi  B:q>tist8,  need  to 
reaffirm  our-conunitmeia  to  Chris¬ 
tian  education.  I  am  sure  a  person 
can  get  an  education  at  our  state 
universities  and  colleges  but  they 
cannot  get  a  Christian  education 
there.  'Uiat  is  not  their  purpose. 
We  need  to  realize  anew  ifae  pur¬ 
pose  of  the  establishment  of  our 
Bjq>tist  (x>lleges.  Mississq^  Bap¬ 
tists  felt  the  need  of  establishing 
schools  for  the  purpose  of  provid¬ 
ing  an  education  for  young  minis- 
teis  of  the  goqreL  Later  the  youth 
oi  our  churdies  were  induded  We 
need  to  come  back  to  a  true  com¬ 
mitment  to  Christian  education. 
Funding  is  only  a  partial  commit- 
•  ment.  We  need  to  promote  our 
Baptist  schools  by  leading  our 
people  to  see  the  real  need  for 
Christian  education.  We  can  invite 
student  groups  into  our  churches 
so  their  influence  can  be  felt 
Our  state  convention  voted  to 
close  Qaike  Ctdlege.  Some  say  it 
is  dead.  (To]  many  Clarke  College 
alunmi  and  friends  it  is  alive  in  our 
hearts  and  it  will  never  die.  I  don’t 
believe  God  is  through  with  Qaike 
College.  1  believe  he  will  lead 
Mississippi  Baptists  to  see  as  be 
did  in  1930  that  the  closing  of 
Qaike  College  was  a  mistake  and 
we  will  do  whatever  is  necessary 
to  restore  Qaike  CoUege. 

James  R.  Beasley 

Brandon 


CHRISTMAS  MEDLEYS 

24  favorite  carols 

airangcd  and  perfonned  in  14  piano  medleys  by 

IRENE  MARTIN 

*White  Christmas  *I  Heard  the  Bells  *Silent  Night 

Tell  It  on  the  Mountain  *Silver  Bells  *and  others 

*The  trsditieoal  sonnds  ef  Chrirtmsi  with  Irene's  aniqae  piano  styla* 


.caasatte(s)«7.»  $ _ 

Mail  to:  NovaStella  Music 
Rt  A,  Bdx  422,  Forest,  MS  39074 
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PrealiM^o^k^  called  Mick¬ 
ey  Tmnmel auMtor.  The  Corintfi 
native  goe^l^KVto  Rock  Cbiiich 
in  Benaoo  0#ip|^.  He  is  a  graduate 
of  Blue  Moimtaia  College  and 
NewXMeans  Saninaiy. 


Tarry  has  resigned  the 

pastmte  oi  PiM  Chnrch,  Bates* 
▼ille»  and  accepted  a  church  in 
CocNn,  Ky.  has  served  on  the 
FbceifA  KfisslairBaard  for  the  past 

lm|JHttlpiB(»gned  Cross¬ 
gates  Chnr^  Brandon,  due  to 
illness.  He  will  return  to  the  Hous¬ 
ton,  Texr^  aea.  “  ■  . 

WUlirim  G. -Ddady  Sr.  has 
anirounced  hte  retirement  from 
foll-thne''pastome  effective  De(^ 
31.  He  cunedily  Serves  Concord 
Charch*  Dry  Crook.  He  has 
served  churches  in  Natchez, 


WMU 

From  page  3  ' 

and  receive  m^r  fonding  from 
the  conventioii. 

Some  critics  of  WMU  have 
urged  the  amriKary  to  submit  to 
S]^  cpotroU  a  snggestion  WMU 
ha^dmiKned. 

The  FMB's  Don  Kammeidiener 
said  he  hc^)es  WMU  will  continoe 
its  exclusive  iqmort  of  the  For- 
eigimiit  iiaaanMtosion  boards. 
“ITlMU'avBw  ito -sap^  of 
the  Foreign  hilmisn  Board  for  any 
reason,  we  would  lose  a  major 
souice  (of  fuodni^’’  he  told  ABP. 

Kammerdieaar  said  WMU  sup¬ 
port  for  FeOowahm  programs  will 
hurt  the  Focei|n  msssion  Board. 
‘There’s  only  so  asuch  (financial) 
resource  to  go  around,  and  any 
time  it’s  dhriM  it’s  damaging  to 
the  denominaliMmt  agen^.” 

In  ieq;>oo8e,  BeBow8fa4>  Coordi¬ 
nator  CecS  Sheinatt  said  that  his 


BooaoVille,  Okotona,  and  Toc- 
dt^la.  He  and  his  wife  Fannie 
wffl  be  honoied  by  thek  congie- 

rtion  with  a  reckon  Dec.  6,  2- 
p.m.  in  the  diurch  feUowship 


^4 


PARKS 

From  page  3-  ' 

But  Parks  said  mail,  phone 
calls,  aixi  cootacts  have  given  him 
“a  gi^  concern  for  churches  and 
individuals  who  have  lost  their 
enthusiasm  and  involvement  in 
missions.  My  hope  and  prayer  is 
that  this  effort  by  the  Fellowsh^ 
will  naobilim  them  nd  be  an  addi¬ 
tional  source  of  income  that  will 
expand  die  witness  that  Southern 
Baptists,  have.” 

Asked  about  his  support  of  a 
“societal”  approach  to  missions 
after  years  of  emphasizing  a 
denomination-wide  effort.  Parks 
said,  “The  new  generation  is 
showing  a  growing  lack  of  excite¬ 
ment  about  or  commitment  to  the 

Revival  Dates 


Shoreline  Fafk^  Bay  St.  Lords: 
Dec.  6-9;  7  p.m.  nightly;  Luther 
Max  Dorr,  New  Orfei^  Semiiuuy, 
evangelist;  Talmadge  Raybom, 
Waveland,  pastor,  awsic. 


Tim  Robertson  began  his  min¬ 
istry  at  West  nUsviDc  Church, 
EUisvBle,  Oct.  18.  He  goes  from 
the  pastorate  at 
Line  Creek 
Chun^kfoitoa 
He  win  serve  as 
ybuth,  educa¬ 
tion,  and  activi- 
I  ties  director  at 
West  Ellisville. 
Robertson  con¬ 
siders  DeKalb 

“Hi’'™ 

danches  in  Ken^r,  Neaioba,  and 
Scott  counties  He  was  edncded  at 
Clatke  Cdlege  and  William  Carey 
jCtdege,  and  attends  New  Orleans 


organization’s  missicms  program 
exists  “for  reasons'of  conscienoe,” 
to  give  peofte  who  are  ditq^ased 
wifo  the  new  direction  in  Southern 
B^rtist  missions  something  tfiey 
cansuppML 

“Twelve  years  ago,  when  (bis 
mess  started.,  we  cidled  ourselves 
denominational  loyalists  and 
friends  of  missions,  and  we 
qipealed  to  people  to  stick  with 
tte  denomination,”  he  trtid  ABP. 
“Fundammitalists  said  they  could 
not  give  to  that  ududi  was  to  them 
aaon^  unoonsdonable. 

“Tv^lve  years  have  come  and 
gone,”  he  continued.  “We  no 
longer  appeal  to  denominatiooiJ 
loyalty.  We  appeal  to  princq^,  to 
conscience.  Interesting^,  foe  peo- 
ide  ufoo  ^ipealed  to  princiide  12 
years  ago  now  appeal  to  denomi¬ 
national  loyalty.” 

Wiuglltid  is  news  director  of 
WESIIrN  recorder,  Ken- 
tucfcy.  Warner  is  editor,  Assod- 
wna  oftpoR  iTcsSfo 


big  denommation.  We’ve  seen  it  in 
the  menchurches  where  tiiey  have 
tended  to  express  themselves 
directly.  I  really  believe  there  are 
trends  toward  a  sodehd  ipproach 
It  will  challenge  some  people  to 
get  caught  in  missioos.” 

Parks  saM  he  will  continue  to 
reside  in  Richmond,  Va.,  telling 
Bj^st  Press  the  location  of  his 
Office  will  be  determined  later. 

Tealston  writes  for  BP.  Robert 
O’Brien,  FMB;  David  Winfrey, 
HMB;  and  James  Dotson,  asso- 
drrtc  editor  of  Georgia’s  CHRIS¬ 
TIAN  INDEX,  contributed  to 
this  report. 


ClisUmi  Church 
Interior^ 


PEWS  NEW  &  USED 

Pew  RefinishIng  &  Reupholstenng 
Stain  Glass  •  Carpet  •  Lights 
Painting  •  Complete  Renovations 


Smninary  tlnoogh  its  extension 
prografn. 

Midway  Church,  Jackson, 
called  Gary  Fayard  as  minister  of 
youth,  eff^ve  July  26.  A  native 
of  Gulfjport,  he 
attended  Wil¬ 
liam  Carey  Cd- 
lege  for  two 
years  and  is 
now  a  junior  at 
Mississippi 
College.  His 
previous  place 
of  service  was 
Bellevue 
Fayard  Church.  David 


Wilkinson  is  pastor  of  Midway 
Church. 

Names  In  the 
News 


KcMi  Thrash,  pastor  of  Rus¬ 
sell  Church,  Lauderdale  County, 
and  his  family  were  recently  ho^ 
ored  by  the  OMigregation  fw  seven 
years  of  service.  Ife  was  preseixed 
a  love  offering,  a  covered  dish  lun- 
dreon  was  served,  and  high  atten¬ 
dance  day  was  observed,  with  247 
in  Sunday  School. 

Pamela  D.  Jones,  professor  of 
accounting  at  William  Carey  Col¬ 
lege  in  Hattiesburg,  attend^  and 
co-led  a  tax  and  accounting  semi¬ 
nar  in  Biloxi  sponsored  by  the 
Mississippi  Society  of  Enrolled 
Agents. 

Kirk  Ford  of  CUnton,  associate 
professor  of  history  and  j^litical 
science  at  Mississwpi  College, 
recently  authored  Oto  and  the 
Yugoslav  Resistance  1943-15M5. 
A  reception  and  autogrqfo  patty 
for  Ford  will  be  held  Dec.  4,  10 
xm.,  in  the  Reserve  Lounge  of  the 
B.C.  Rogers  Student  Center  on 
campus. 


1  800-654-1294 

:.r.  I  -.'I  I  ^ 


RATS;  §0  Oonis  por  word,  $6  mM- 
muab  Carii  udh  Older  OMoapl  on  oeo- 
tract  advorttalag.  Inohido  namo, 
addtooo.  alp  ooda,  and  phono  nunt^ 
In  word  oounl.  Ho  bind  ado.  / 


ADOPTION  —  Croativo.  fon-lov- 
ing  couple  longs  to  adopt  an 
infanti  Hopefully  wo  can  help 
each  other  through  a  difficult 
time.  Please  call  Jan  and  Michael 
(802)  235-2312  colloct 

WURLITZER  ORGAN  with  full 
floor  pedals  arul  Conn  console 
paino,  oxcollont  condHion.  Terms 
available  for  church.  $2500  for 
both  — 693-7063. 

i 

FOR  SALE  —  Church  bus,  1083 
QMCANard  Diesel  3/  pens.  Low 
mileage,  good  condition.  (601) 
657-8916. 

BIG  TOP  GOSPEL  TENTS,  all 
sizes.  Open  Air  Ministries.  (318) 
93S-2239. 


TGlVhlG 
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main  unit  in  Brandon  with  her 
seven-year-<dd  son.  Grant  Warren 
of  BraxhMi.  Ife  had  his  piggy  baidc 
with  him.  “He  tirants  to  contribom 
his  money,”  said  mom.  Giving  his 
total  savings  of  $11.02,  the  boy 
was  taken  on  a  tour  of  the  unit  A 
total  of  $2,959.77,  including 
Grant’s  gift,  had  been  given 
specifically  for  this  disaster. 

Paul  Harrell,  state  Brotherhood 
director,  who,  with  the  Brother¬ 
hood  secretaries  Gail  Wood  and 
Rita  Langston,  were  taking  reports 
of  damages  and  offers  of  h^  even 
eight  days  after  the  storm. 

Harrell  said  construction  crews 
win  be  needed  to  he^  people  who 
“fall  through  the  cracks’^  in  the 
public  assistance  system  or  who 
have  no  insurance.  Bq>tist  grotq>s ' 
wanting  to  help  should  select  a 
coordinator  who  should  contact 
the  Brotherhood  office  at  968- 
3800  for  assignment  fim  Didlake, 
oa  site  coorduutor,  was  stift  scoot¬ 
ing  needs  areas  at  press  time. 

Church  damages,  stiB  not  totally 
reported,  inclu^  New  Zion  and 
Ckmr  Springs  in  Choctaw;  at  Syl- 
varena  in  Smith  County,  the 
church,  activities  building,  and 
pastoriom  were  destroyed;  New 
H(^  in  Attala  was  damaged  with 
the  top  off  the  church,  a  tree  in  foe 
fellowship  hall,  and  church  bos 

Q  For  Skepy  ri%** 
W€f  MS-DOS/IBM  U 
Computers  ; — 
Available  now:  Oiuich 
Treasurer,  Offering  Records, 
Membership/Prospects, 
(Question  Maker,  Bible  Studies 
$49.50  each  less  discounts 
Demo  Disk  $6.00 

bteiudM  two  free  prognmc 
Checkbook  Hepw  aid 
_ Interat  Cakulalor. 

m  SAM  DVOtlMIKm  SVSTIMS 
.  3 1|2  vm  CHASI,  BUGsra;  ok  9fm 


destroyed  with  the  front  P4|^ 
ripped  oHfoe  pasfoiium;  and  Aim- 
och  in  Neshoba  County  was’dana- 
aged  along  with  the  pa^orium. 

At  Sylvarena,  pastor  Allen  BaDti- 
et  ctediled  his  wife  with  saving  his 
life.  I9ie  had  said  the  roar  sound^ 
like  a  tornado  but  he  was  still 
standing  in  a  bedroom  seconds 
before  she  yelled  for  him  to  get 
into  die  batmoom.  The  brick  waO 
feU  in  where  he  had  been  standing. 

Curtiss  Carter,  minister  of  music 
at  Sylvarena,  living  in  an  apart- 
metx  of  die  activities  building,  had 
to  be  dog  out  of  the  rubble,  not 
seriously  hmt 

NkholM  is  director,  Office  of 
Comimririca(ion,  MBCB. 


KING  COTTON 
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FREE  SHIPPING  on  6  or  more 
nmnmiits  to  same  address 


ymm  mlazz.a 


1*503-689-3200 


Are  you  paying  too  much  for  your  hospital  or  Medicare 
Supplement  Insurance?  If  the  answer  Is  YES.  call  or  fill 
out  coupon  below. 

□  HOSPITAL  PLAN  UNDER  AGE  S5 

$200,000  major  hospltaL  surgical,  and  medical  expense  {dan  at 
an  affordable  cost  Example:  Preferred  Risk  age  SO  Male;  $81.00. 
Female:  $90.00  per  month  * 

□  MEDICARE  SUPPLEBfENT  • 

•  100%  Part  A  ($652.00)  deductible 

•  100%  Pdit  B  ($100.00)  deductible 

•  100%  Part  A  &  B  copayment 

•  Compare  our  affordable  monthty  rates: 

Age/Rate  —  65/$68;  72/$79.33':  80/$95:84 
No  waiting  period  on  pre-existing  conditions. 

Pm'sons  under  Medicare  disability  may  also  apply. 


Name: . 

Street; 

City;_ 


E.  F.  Hutton  Insttrance  Marketing 
P.  O.  Box  26 
Clinton,  MS  39060 

1-601-924-2300 

1-800-737-2300 

- i — - Age; _ 

-  _ Ftione: _ 

_ _  _ State: _ Zip: 


Not  ooniwcted  with 


General  Agents  needed 


omtattFP  uHfl  be  htfipf  to  oal 


•njr  government  agmey.  Fbr  peraonal  i 


Fradonia  Chvreh,  Haw  Albany,  recently  held  a  GA/Acteen  recognition 
service.  Pictured  above,  ieft  to  right  are  those  girte  who  were  honored. 
GAs,  front  row,  are  Keri  Grisham,  Brittany  Carter,  Ashiey  Wiiiiams,  Emiiy 
Day,  Lesiie  Kidd,  Erica  Cobb,  and  Alison  Barnes.  Acteens,  back  row,  are 
Leah  Kirk,  queen;  Bu%  Goudy  and  Kirsten  HaU,  queen  with  scepter,  Gin¬ 
ger  New,  citation;  Holly  Weeden,  Alida  Eaker,  and  Dana  Hall,  service  aide. 
H.  Gregg  Thomas  is  pastor. 

First  Cfavcli.  Lsuaberloii,  win  pjn.  Robert  Keyes  Jr.  is  pastor, 
bold  a  ceremony  Dec.  6, 10:45  ajn. 

to  cdebnie  the  boning  of  the  note  Lola  Ctanrch,  Jackson,  win  host 
on  its  dnndi  bonding.  Banis  Haq>-  Randel  Troll,  missioni^  to 
er  is  pastor.  Bcoador,  in  a  foreign  mission 

emphasis  wordi^  service,  Dec.  6  at 
Indian  Sprii^  Chorcli,  Laord,  6pjn.  TninisfonndpastorofBii- 
wi)!  hold  an  Open  House  at  its  anmod  Dnve  CJandi,  Jackson  He 
leonidy  conqrlet^  Fdlowsh^  Han  and  his  family  wiQ  bt  honored  with 
md  Rmony  Center,  Dec.  6, 2-4  a  recqjtioo  following  the  service. 


First  Ctiwrch,  Verona,  recently  held  a  GA  recognition 
service  under  the  theme,  “Carry  the  Light.”  Pictured 
above  are  the  21  girls  who  received  awards;  Pictured 
at  left  are  Acteens  recognized  under  the  theme,  “Light 
Your  World.”  They  are,  from  left  to  right:  Carmen 
Stor^,  service  aide;  Tracy  Young,  queen  regent  in 
service;  Tara  Wood,  queen  regent;  Traci  Armstrong, 
queen  with  scepter,  and  award  bearers,  Brooke  Moon, 
^rah  Thornton,  Stephanie  Belk,  and  Ambere  Moon. 
Leaders  were  Amelda  Armstrong  and  Gail  Young. 
David  Hamilton  is  pastor.  • - 


Oak  ffiD  Qnrdi,  Preotiss  Asso¬ 
ciation,  held  a  Vacation  Bible 
Scfaod  tbc  fiist  week  in  June,  with 
the  largest  enrollment  (113)  and 
attendance  (average  92)  in  the  histo- 
ly  of  die  dutch.  Dan  Mobley  is  pas- 


Qaston  Church,  Prentiss  Association,  recently  dedicated  its  new  Sun¬ 
day  School  addition  and  renovation  of  its  existing  Sunday  School  rooms. 
The  addition  includes  preschool  and  children’s  rooms,  as  well  as  three 
adult  Sunday  School  rooms.  •*  --r: 


Thanks  to  computer  equipment 
bought  by  Lottie  Moon  Chii^mas 
Offering  funds  last  year,  Gwen  Crotts  is 
helping  declare  hope  to  Chinese  readers  in 
more  tnanZO  Asian  countries,  plus  the  United 
States  and  Canada. 

As  executive  director  of  Baptist  Press  in  Hong  Kong,  Gwen 
has  had  an  active  role  in  publishing  the  first  Chinese  Bible 
with  Jesus'  words  in  red  characters.  Pray  for  her  as  she 
continues  to  minister  to  Chinese  people  and  declare  hope 
through  Baptist  Press  publications. 


Lottie  Nooi  Ckristtns  Offeriif 
Nationl  teal;  $84  wllioi 


@  SPRING  BREAK 

FOR  YOUTH? 

SM-Fuge  /Centrl-Break 

offer  you  a  place  on  the  slopes 
and  at  the  beach. 

CENTRIFUGE  takes  the  worry 
off  you  for  details  such  as 
housing,  meals,  program, 
speakers,  arxl  worship.  In  the 
tradition  of  our  summer  program, 
wo  are  committed  to  making  this  the  best  Chrisllan 
spring  break  event  you  will  have  with  your  youth.  Let 
us  take  care  of  the  details  while  you  spend  time  with 
your  youth. 

REGISTER  NOW 

For  a  complete  brochure  and  more  information, 
contact  the  Centrifuge  office  at  (615)  251-3849. 
Reservations  are  now  being  taken. 

Contri-Break . $125.00  per  person 

Ski-Fugo . $225.00  per  person 


\^n  Winkle 
Church  wan,*. 

theater  se 

Furnishings  & 

Pew  Upholstery 

Box  501,  Fulton.  MS.  38843 
In  MS.  1b«  Free  1-800-624-9627 

We  remodel  A  painl 


Sixteen  feet  of  retractable  acreening  on 
each  aide  of  a  storage  cabinet  with  marker 
board. 

•  sound  absorbing  paneis 

1*  locking  casters 

•  completely  portable  and  versatile 
•  available  in  a  variety  of  finishes  and 
colors 

•  perfect  for  temporary  Sunday  School 
or  small  group  use 


Pioneer 
Church,  Wood- 
ville,  recently 
honored  91- 
year-old  deacon 
Dave  Carter 
for  45  years’ 
Mrfect  Sunday 
School  atten¬ 
dance. 


Available  from  Mississippi  School  Supply  Company. 
Call  Patty  Self  at  948-8600  or  800-222-769a 


Uniform 

God  speaks  in  Christ 


Bible  Book 

Living  a  sacrificial  life 


Life  and  Work 

Paul  focuses  on  life  in  grace 


By  Margaret  Rogers 
Hebrews  1:1>4;  Ephesiaiis  1:3«14 


Hebiews  was  wiitten  to  Hebrew  Cbrisdans  who  may 
have  been  considering  a  letum  to  Judaism,  perhaps  because 
of  immaturity,  doe  to  a  lack  of  understanding  of  biblical 
truths.  The  Jewish  Christians  were  probably  esqKriencing 
fierte  persecution,  socially  and  physically,  bmh  from  Jews 
^  and  Romans.  Although  Hebiews  is  called  a  letter,  it  has  the 
fonh  and  content  of  a  seimooi  It  is  one  of  the  most  eloquent 
and  m^^c  books  in  the  Bible. 

final  word  m  Chrirt  (Heb.  1:1-4).  Hd>rews 
begips'^di  Jesus.  It  is  so  impmtanttbat  one  begin  with  an 
accurate’ impression  of  him.  SdiEdi^  belongs  to  Jesus.  He  is 
the  fiisd)om  in  that  he  is  the  founder,  the  model,  the  one 
with  the  Father’s  full  authority  to  act  God  sptdre  to  his  peo- 
[de  ttmugh  the  pn^>hets,  but  in  the  fullness  of  time,  be 
spoke  thiwgh  1^  Son,  who  was  to  reveal  bis  Father  to  the 
woifd.  God  i4>pointed  Jesus  as  “heir  of  all  things;”  creative 
power  beltm^  to  him. 

Theofiginal  glory  of  God  belofigs  to  Jesus,  of  which  the 
pbn^  ’^Iradianoe  of  God’s  and  “exact  represenia-  . 
tivt;e|f  ^  being”  are  strong  asseitions.  All  of  G^  shines 
tfuoqgh.  Jesus,  for  a  look  at  Jw^  reveals  what  God  u  like. .  . 

(If^mption  comes  ttirough  Je^.  As  a  man,  Jkus  ' 
w^ndj^  earth  and  knew  man's  natures  and  weaknesses. 
Jriitat  reftm^  to  heaven  affeaiiia'’resonectioo,  for  his 
ledmptive  w^  was  fully  accomidisfaed.  He  provided  sal- 
vatioo  to  provide  eternal  ufe  and  a  whtdeness  of  life  for 
mai^  Jfejuade  atonement  fwjo^Vsins. 

^fi^fe  was  die  most  imjKS^t^'caly  western  Asia 
Nfindr  fhbw  Tmkey).  Paul  made  Qdiesos  a  oemer  of  evan- 
gehsm  fOT  the  qmoximately  duee  years  he  ^pent  tfa(^.  ' 
This  letter  to  the  uibesian  church  was  written  about  AJ). 
bCLThe  punx^  ot  the  letter  wastoxomfwt  and  encourage 
the^da^m  in  Asia  Minor.  Tkietiaaic  idea  in  ^ihesians  is 
that  Cod’s  eternal  dan  is  being  worked  out  through  Christ 
and  his  body,  the  oiurch.  When  one  trusts  Christ,  be  finds 
salvation  aiiid  security. 

God’s  purpose  and  Christ's  accomplishiiient  ofdiat 
purpose  (Eph.  1:3-10).  The  theme  of  Ephesians  is  staled  in 
the  third  vers^of  tte  ScrqHure,  the  Christian’s  riches  in 
CbdA..The  heavenly  Father  has  provided  everything  need- 
ecHc^  successfuOy,  satisfying,  abundant  Ufe  through 
Jesus  Christ.  Evoi  beftne  creation,  it  was  God’s  purpose 
and  plan  to  choose  mao  to  be  adopted  into  the  divine  fami¬ 
ly  clw  became  possible  onfy  as  Jesus  came  to  earth,  shed 
Moodt.'and  dM  fm  man’s  salvadon. 

The  nheritance  and  uriidsbry  of  the  Holy  S^drit  (w. 
lX-14).  Ui  Christ,  mao  has  a  wonderful  inheritance.  Wliat  a 
pride  Christ  paid  to  provide  that  inheritance,  wmiring  it  pos¬ 
sible  fehe  “an  heir  of  God.”  God  predestined  that  mao 
cohfi^tOlhe  realizadoD  of  thts.ttu]&.Socfa  leaUzatioo  diould 
mefivate  man  to  praise  God  aixi  to  live  lives  that  win  glori¬ 
fy  Efin.  The  Holy  Spirit  minivers  to  fives  because  be  seals 
man  for  ownership  to  God  and  assures  man  of  his  presence. 
By  faith,  man  can  accqn  Christ,  claim  God’s  promises,  and 
dfewohhis  limitless  wealth  tomeet  every  ne^ 

AU  of  this  is  possible  because,  through  Christ,  one  can 
share  in  the  riches  of  God’s^ce,  God’s  mercies,  and 
GtKl’a  f^veness.  Redem^en  was  planned  by  the  Father, 
provide  by  the  Son,  and  is  guanmteed  by  the  H<dy  Spirit 
who  in^ells  and  empowers  for  service. 

AlFbfei^  Missions  Di^  is  observed  in  Southern  Biqitist 
Chktfches,  it  is  an  tqqm^mate  time  to  leaUre  that  the  worid 
has  never  needed  more  a  portrait  of  a  loving  God  who 
reyesded  himself  and  spoke  anew  in  Jesus  Christ  than  now. 
The  name  of  Christ  resounds  over  and  over  as  the  only  one 
who  can  give  victory  in  the  battle  of  life. 

O  victory  in  Jesus,  my  Savior,  forever. 

He  sou^t  me  and  bought  me  in  his  redeeming 
blood; 

He  Io>^  me  ’ere  I  knew  him,  and  all  my  love  is 
due  him, 

.  He  plunged  me  to  victory,  beneath  the  cleansing 
flood. 

*  —  EM.  Bartlett 

Rogers  is  a  member  of  Salem  Church,  CoDins. 


By  R.  David  Raddin 
Romans  12:1-13, 14-18 


“W^n  Christ  calls  a  man,  be  bids  him  come  arxl  die.” 
Tbe%  words  of  the  great  theologian  Dietrich  Bonhoeffer 
lemiixl  us  that  the  call  of  Christ  is  to  die  to  life  without  per¬ 
sonal  relationship  to  the  Lord  and  give  Ufe  completely  to 
him.  Paul  tells  os  in  our  Scripture  that  the  call  is  to  be  a 
“living  sacrifice”  to  God. 

Sacrifidal  living  in  response  to  God’s  mercies  (12:1- 
2).  “Therefore,  I  urge  you,  brothers,  in  view  of  God’s 
mercy,  to  offer  your  b^es  as  living  sacaiifices,  holy  and 
ideasing  to  God  —  this  is  your  ^iritoal  act  of  woish^.  Do 
not  coiiroim  any  longer  to  the  pattern  of  this  world,  but  be 
transformed  by  the  renewing  of  your  mind.  Then  you  will 
be  able  to  test  aial  ai^xove  what  God’s  will  is  — -his  good, 
pleasing,  and  perfect  will”  (w.  1-2).  . 

The  word  “tiierefoie”  is  the  transitioo  word  Paul  uses  to . 
move  from  a.discussion  in  the  first  1 1  chapters  of  God’s_ 
ipice  to  a  discussion  of  applying  the  gospel  to  everyday 
life.  Being  a  Christian  afEx^ts  every  part  of  life.  J.W.  Mac- 
Goiman  says,  “Christian  ethics  are  ixM  a  fi>omote  to  the 
gospd;  fiiey  are  one  with  the  main  text.  They  are  its  issue, 

^  frufi  to  its  root”j^onuuis:  Everyman’s  Gospel)* 

Paul  may  use  the  word  “bodies”  in  a  literal  sense,  or  be ' 
may  be  lefening  to  tire  whole  person  Note  three  qualities 

the  sacrificeofoiir  bodies.  The  saccifioe  is  to  be  living,  * 
not  as  the  dead  bodies  of  animal  sacrifices.  U  is  to  be  holy, ' 
set  apart  for  God’s  use>‘The  sacrifice  is  tt>  be  well  pleasing 
to  God.  _ 

Panl'pies|^  .the  c^^rage  in  verse  2  to  discover  tire  will 
of  God  for  'ed^  of  our  fives.  What  a  message  for  our  day 
'  that  'T^  iae  not  to  be  (Conformed  to  the  pattern  of  this  world, 
but  be  trans^rmed  by  the  renewing  of  our  minds.  The  rea¬ 
son  for  the  thmsfoonation  is  that  we  may  “test  and  approve 
what  God’a'willis.’’  MacGorman  says,  “The  greatest  dis¬ 
covery  of  all  is  the  will  of  God.  It  is  good,  well  pleasing 
and  complete.  And  the  place  from  which  to  seek  it  is  atop 
the  altar  as  aUyiQgsac^ce  forhim.”  ' 

‘  Usfi^  Otters  gifts  in  the  body  of  Christ  (12:3-8).  We  in 
the  clnnch  depend  upon  one  aiiotfaer  as  (fif^nt  parts  of 
the  body  of  Christ.  Pride  can  be  a  threat  to  the  work  the 
Lord  when  one  of  bis  children  thinks  too  highly  of  self. 

“For  by  the  grace  ^en  me,  I  say  tp  every  one  of  you;  Do 
not  tiunk  of  yourself  more  highly  than  you  ought,  but  ratto 
think  of  yourself  with  sober  ji^gment  in  accordance  with 
the  measttieiof  fiutfa  God  has  given  you”  (v.  3). 

The  gifts  God  gives  all  believers  are  intended  to  equip  us 
to  serve  biiii.  Just  as  God  provides  afi  we  need  for  salva¬ 
tion,  so  he  provides  our  needs  in  serving  him.  Ea^  member 
is  iiiqxmaitt  to  the  function  of  the  body.  To  use  the  gifts 
God  gives  IS  vital  to  being  the  living  sacrifice  he  wants  us 
to  be. 

Expressing  love  for  one  another  (12:9-13).  “Love  must 
be  sincere.  Hke  what  is  evil;  cling  to  what  is  good.  Be 
devoted  to  one  anotiier  in  brotherly  love.  HoiK)r  one  anoth¬ 
er  above  yourselves”  (yv.  9-10).  Living  a  sacrificial  life  is 
all  wrapp^  up  in  firing  out  the  love  of  God  in  us.  Loving 
others  means  meting  ^ir  needs  as  God  enables  and 
allows  os.  ,  ‘ 

ReqrondinE  to  others  in  humility,  goodness,  and  peace 
(12:1^18).  “Live  in  harmony  with  one  another.  Do  not  be 
proud,  but  be  wilting  to  associate  with  people  of  low  posi¬ 
tion.  Do  not  be  coiKeited.  Do  not  repay  anyone  evil  for 
eviL  Be  careful  to  do  what  is  li^t  in  the  eyes  of  everybody. 
If  it  is  possiUe,  as  far  as  it  depends  on  you,  five  at  peace 
with  everyone”  (w.  16-18). 

Raddin  is  pastor.  First  Churdi,  Yazoo  City. 


hope: 


By  Milton  Burd 
Titus  2:11-14, 3:1-8 


How  many  hynuis  about  graw  can  you  name?  Paul’s  con¬ 
cluding  remarks  to  Titus  arid  bis  fellow  Christians  are  about 
God’s  grace.  He  focused  on  God’s  grace  as  the  doctrinal 
basis  for  Christian  conduct  Then  be  gave  instructions  on 
reflecting  God’s  grace  in  Christian  living.  These  instruc¬ 
tions  specificafiy  dealt  with  living  in  the  state  and  in  soci¬ 
ety.  L^’s  look  at  the  Saiptuie  passage: 

God’s  grace  as  the  basis  for  Christian  conduct  (2:11-  * 
14).  Paul  explained  what  was  involved  in  tiiis  salvation  we 
have  through  Jesus  Christ  The  emphasis  is  on  grace  — 
“God’s  unmerited  favor.”  We  deserve  nothing,  but  God 
offers  us  everything.  Paul  pointed  out  the  following  about 
God’s  marvelous  grace: 

Grace  saves  os  (v.  11).  God’s  grace  brought  us  salvation. 
Man  cannot  save  himself.  God’s  grace  brought  salvation  to 
ustiuougb  his  Son,  Jesiis  Ctuist.  “There  is  no  o^r  name 
under  heaven  given  to  men  by  which  we  must  be  saved” 
(Acts  4:12).  We  were  all  slaves  of  sin  (^tos  3:3)  and  could 
not  set  ourselves  free;  but  Jesus  gave  bimaelf  for  os.  God’s 
grace  is  his  gift  to  mankind.  It  cannot  be  earned  or  pur¬ 
chased.  “We  have  been  bought  with  a  price.”  Jesus  paid  the 
inioe  for  our  ssdvatioa  We  received  the  God^s  grace 
when  we  accepted  Jesus  as  Savior  of  our  fives. 

_  God  changes  ns  (v.  12).  We  not  only  begin  a  new  fife  in 
Ch^  but  we  begin  a  new  lifestyle,  (kwex  teadies  os  to 
develop  new  attitudes,  mbitioos,  and  actions,  “it  teadies 
us  to  siQT  no  to  ungodliness  and  woridly  passions,  and  to 
live  self-controlled  upri^t  and  godly  fives.” 

Grime  rewards  us  (v.  13).  We  five  in  this  present  age, 
but  we  live  in  the  knowledge  that  the  reward  of  God’s 
grace  “will  appear  in  the  glorious  return  of  our  great  God 
and  Savior,  Jesus  Christ.”  God’s  redemptive  work  was 
conqjleted  in  Christ  His  purpose  was  to  purify  fiat  himself 
a  p^le  of  his  own  (v.  14). 

Examples  of  Christian  conduct  (3: 1-2).  Paul  encour¬ 
aged  his  readers  to  be  good  citizens  without  compromising 
tte  faith.  He  said,  “to  be  ready  to  do  every  good  work.”  As 
Christians,  we  have  a  responsibility  to  be  good  dtizens.  We 
are  to  obey  the  law,  pay  taxes,  exercise  right  to  vote, 
and  reflect  the  authority  of  those  who  lead  in  goverixnent 
Jesus  addressed  tins  topic  when  he  said,  “Then  give  to  Cae¬ 
sar  what  is  Caesar’s  and  to  God  what  is  God’s”  (Luke 
20:25). 

“Re^y  to  do  whatever  is  good”  may  also  apply  to  verse 
2.  We  should  not  slander  anyme.  The  tongue  can  create  a 
multitude  of  problems.  We  are  well  aware  of  what  the 
Scrqitute  has  to  say  about  the  tongue.  But  on  the  positive 
side,  we  are  “to  be  peaceable  and  considoate  and  show  true 
humility  toward  all  men.”  This  reminds  us  of  words  like 
peacemaker,  gentle,  medc,  Idixl,  and  loving.  These  qualities 
do  not  iqnesent  weakness  but  maturity  as  a  Christian. 

Manner  of  life  witiiont  grace  (3:3).  Paul  continued  tus 
thoughts  from  verse  2  by  reminding  bis  readers  not  to  be 
too  critical  of  others.  Remember  what  you  were  befene  you 
e^rienced  God’s  grace.  You  were  foolish,  disobedient, 
deceived  and  enslai^,  etc.  There  is  no  room  in  our  lives 
for  bolding  grudges  or  bitterness  towards  others. 

ChariM  wrooi^  by  grace  (3:4-7).  Paul  emphasized  two 
wondernil  truths.  Hist,  what  a  difference  “the  Kindness  and 
love  of  God”  made.  Semond,  salvation  came  ixH  only 
because  of  kindness  and  love,  but  also  because  of  mercy. 
We  could  not  save  ourselves.  When  a  sinner  turns  to  Christ, 
be  is  cleaosed  fix>m  all  his  sins  and  is  made  a  new  person 
by  tte  indwelling  of  the  Holy  Spirit  Therefore,  we  are  also 
justified  (declar^  righteous  in  God’s  sight  because  of  the 
work  of  Christ  on  the  cross)  so  that  we  can  be  condenoned 
no  more.  (See  Romans  3:21-8:39  fw  Paul’s  discussion  on 
justification.)  We  become  heirs  of  eternal  fife. 

Paul  encourag^  bis  readers  to  teach  the  Word  and  live 
by  grace.  Our  ^th  must  be  expressed  by  actions  (lifestyle). 
Tins  is  the  only  way  for  the  unsaved  to  know  that  we 
belong  to  God  and  have  experienced  his  grace:  to  devote 
ourselves  to  doing  good.  churches,  conununities,  arxl 
world  are  waiting  to  become  the  rec^ents  of  those  good 
works.  Jesus  is  our  true  example  of  service. 

Bard  la  minister  of  edocation.  First  Clnrcli,  Cleve¬ 
land. 
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THE  VILLAGE  VIEW 

baptist  GktlJiretiS 

Ronny  E.  Robinson.  Executive  Director  ^CC^D|TCD 

A  P.  O.  Box  27.  (!^ 

Clinton,  MS  39060-0027 
(601)  922-2242 


THE  VILLAGE  DOLLAR — 
ANNUAL  REPORT  IN  SUMMARY 

Again  In  1902  The  Village  accounts  to  local  churches  and  Interested  Indl- 
viduala  through  the  medium  of  excerpts  from  our  auditor's  report  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1992,  as  an  alternative  to  the  publication  of  a 
booklet-form  ANNUAL  REPORT.  In  adopting  this  format,  we  conserve  a 
substantial  sum  formally  Invested  In  the  booklet-form,  and  we  follow  the 
advices  of  professionals  who  counsel  that  such  a  publication  Is  no  longer 
viable.  In  addition  to  our  customary  additional  reports  to  MtosIssippI  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  and  to  each  Baptist  Association,  Interested  churches  and 
Individuals  may  acquire  supplemental  financial  Information  by  writing: 
Rev.  Ronny  E,  Robinson,  Executive  Dhector,  The  Baptist  Children’s  Vil¬ 
lage,  P.  O.  Box  27,  Clinton,  MtoalaaIppI  3906(MK)27. 

THE  BAPTIST  CHILDREN’S  VILLAGE 
JACKSON,  MISSISSIPPI 

STATEMENTS  OF  CURRENT  FUND  REVENUES,  EXPENDI¬ 
TURES  AND  OTHER  CHANGES  FOR  THE  YEARS  ENDED 
JUNE  30, 1992  AND  1991 

JUHLaSL 

1992  1991 


OPERATING  REVENUES 
Contributed  Income: 
CooperaUve  Program 
Designated  gifts 
Nondeslgnated  gHls 
Parental  support 

Investment  income 

OPERATING  EXPENDITURES 
Administrative  and  development 
Children’s  needs 
Facilty  expense 
InteresL  taxes  and  retirement 
Satetftes 


TRANSFERS  —  ADDITIONS  (DEDUCTIONS) 
Transfers  to  plant  fund  for  plant  acquisitions 
Transfers  to  plant  fucKi  —  property  gifts 
Transfers  for  debt  principal  and  Interest 
Transfers  on  plant  fund  dispositions 


NET  INCREASE  IN  FUND  BALANCE 


$412,295 

$  379,305 

1,740,764  i.  , 

1,170,230 

712,878 

577,861 

161.525 

173.399 

3,027,462 

2,300,795 

186.663 

mm 

321AJ25. 

174,367 

180,541 

286,512 

274,003 

569,473 

504,015 

212,875 

210,041 

1-233.457 

1.168.004 

2.476.684 

2,m8Qi 

RES  BEFORE  TRANSFERS 

737.441 

162.351 

1 

(72,182) 

(29,617) 

(1.200)  . 

(378,701) 

(72,728) 

3.500 

(443.583) 

M02.3451 

3288.858 

$60.006 

THE  BAPTIST  CHILDREN’S  VILLAGE 
JACKSON,  MISSISSIPPI 

BALANCE  SHEETS 
AT  JUNE  30, 1992  AND  1991 


ASSETS 


JUNE  30. 


1992 

1991 

CURRENT  FUND 

Cash 

$92,837 

$  75,847 

Accounts  receivable 

198,900 

171,764 

Note  receivable 

19,041 

23,201 

Investments 

180,831 

30,029 

Other  assets 

9.280 

6.410 

Total  current  fund 

SSiSLm 

^7.251 

ENDOWMENT  FUND 

- 

Cash 

14,022 

22,961 

Accrued  interest 

■  '  .  :  724" 

Investments: 

Securities 

25,126 

::  .  2^^' 

Mississippi  Baptist  Foundafkm 

1,808,555 

1,521,015;; 

Funds  held  in  trust  by  others 

92,752 

-  ^  92.75?-- 

Real  esMe  arto  prorkidng  ri^alty 

-  96,300 

'  *  ^,300” 

Otoer  ‘  .  ' .  ■ 

.  3.495 

. ,  Total  endowment  fund 

2.04Q.2S0 

1.763.542- 

PLANT  FUND  - 

Land  —  campuses 

709,839 

Land  —  other'  ' 

'  128,735 

‘  iM,^ . 

BuMdings,  improvements,  furnishings 

arxl  equipment,  net  of  accumulated 

depredation  •  -- 

— '  1.726.506 

uazJis 

Total  plant  fund 

"  2.565.080" 

9S.106.219 

^  14.847.085 

,  ,  ^ 

• 

LIABILITIES  AND  FUND  BALANCES 

-  «  «  te  • 

t 

V  ,  '  -  - - 

• 

vfUNE.». 

1992 

CURRENT  FUND 

Accounts  payable 

$38,998 

$53,^; 

Notes  payable 

26,411 

105,401  ’ 

Accrued  expenses 

54,815 

"  "  51,049 

Other  liabilities 

2,364 

.  2,144 

Education  fund 

19,692 

25,000 

Fundbalaitoe 

358.609 

• 

Total  current  fund 

mm 

307.251 

ENDOWMENT  FUND 

Fundbatence 

2.040.250 

1.763.542 

PLANT  FUND 

“•5-  •  * »  1  .  t-* 

Notes  payable ' 

110,466 

384,081 

Accrued  interest 

7,320"^ 

Fund  balance 

2>454.514 

2.184.891 

Total  plant  fund  * 

2,565,080 

^  2,576,292  ' 

$5,106,219 

$4,647,065 

THE  AUDITOR’S  REPORT  FURTHER  REVEALS: 

*At  6/30/92  total  assets  of  The  Baptist  Children’s  Village  were  valued  at 
$5,106,219  as  compared  to  the  value  of  K647,085  on  the  same  date  in  1991. 
Village  fund  balances,  the  equivalent  of  net  worth,  increased  to  t()e  sum  of 
$2,040,250. 

‘Village  liability  of  every  character  on  6/30/92  amounted  to  $233,054,  having 
been  reduced  by  the  sum  of  $324,847  or  about  58%  from  the  aggregate  of  all 


agency  li£toility  on  6/30/91 . 

‘Endowment  fund  balances  on  6/30/92  stood  at  $2,040,250,  an  improvement 
of  $286,708  since  6/30/91 . 

‘Effective  for  the  first  tirfie  in  F/Y  1991,  The  Village,  in  compNanoe  with  State¬ 
ment  of  Financial  Standards  No  93  is  obliged  to  depreciate  its  capitalized  assets. 

‘Operating  receipts  arriving  in  the  year  ending  6/30/92  increased  by  28% 
above  operating  receipts  arriving  during  the  previous  year. 


Acr€>S8 

2.  William  Carey  studied  the 


•1 


Carey  Crossword 
Puzzle 


5.  Carey’s  son  was  named 


Leam  about  William 
Carey,  the  father  of  Modem 
Missions.  Read  the  clues  and 
fill  in  the  puzzle.  Use  the 
words  listed. 

baptized  ship  England 
Bengali  Felix  printed 
Bible  India  i  Jesus 


6.  He  went  to  India  on  a  -  . 

8.  Carey’s  home  was  in _ 

9.  He _ Felix  and  Mr. 

Krishna  Pal. 

Down 

1.  One  language  in  India  is _ . 

3.  Carey  went  to  Calcutta, _ . 

4.  He  told  Indian  people  about 

7.  Mr.  Ward  and  Felix _ the 

Bengali  Bible. 


Improvi  Ctardi,  Marlon  Association,  will  present  burial,  resurrection,  and  ascension  of  our  Lord  as  wo 
the  smh  annual  *Sconos  of  dirlsT  from  6-8  p.m.  await  his  return.  Last  year,  over  3,000  people  from 
Dec.  5-6.  The  presentation  is  a  25-minute  walking  tour  seven  states  registered  at  the  event,  which  involves 
of  living  pictures  of  the  birth,  Nfe,  mlnistiy,  trial,  death,  about  1 80  cast  members. 


CHILDREN’S  PAGE 


Dear  Pen  Pd  Qob,  Dear  Pen  Pal  Qub, 

I  was  wondering  if  I  could  be  in  My  name  is  Cbiisty  Renner.  Ago 
the  Pen  Pal  Club.  My  name  is  to  Olive  Branch  school  and  am  in 
Tiffany  Kim  Means.  I  am  nine  second  grade.  I  go  to  First  Bapt^ 
years  old  mid  in  the  fourth  grade.  Church.  I  live  in  Byhalra,  Missis- 
My  hobbies  include:  reading,  sippi.  My  hobbies  are  reading, 
swimming,  writing  letters,  speoA-  swimming,  and  playing.  If  you 
ing  time  with  friends,  talldng  on  would  like  to  be  my  pen  pal, 
the  telephone,  watching  TV,  hs-  here’s  my  address:  Rt.  1,  Box 
tening  to  my  radio,  and  shqjping.  322F,Byhalia,  MS  38611. 

My  addKSS  is;  255  Hwy  13, 

Brandon,  MS  39042. 

“Indestructible*^  Beulah 
Church  holds  memories... 


By  Indy  Whitten 


Beuldi  Church,  Choctaw  Coun¬ 
ty,  two  miles  soudi  of  Weir,  had 
stood  for  150  years  as  a  monument 
to  the  faith  and  dedicarion  of  who- 
knows-how-many  Baptists  in  that 
area. 

John  Henry  Eddleman,  of  Ger¬ 
man  parents,  was  the  first  person 
buried  in  the  cemetery  m  ^ulah. 
He  be4)ed  clear  the  ground  for  the 
cemetery.  He  was  working  as  a 
carpenter  at  French  Camp  T)^n  a 
bad  cold  turned  into  pneumonia. 
He  was  brought  back  home  in  a 
wagon  and  di^  there. 

Henry  M.  Whitten  was  pastor  of 
the  Beulah  Church  when  the  last 
building  was  constructed  —  a 
roud  white  frame  building,  with 
unday  School  rooms  around  the 
edges.of  the  sanctuary. 

Charles  W.  Whitten,  great- 
grandson  of  J.H.  Eddleman  and 
graridson  of  Henry  Whitten,  grew 
up  in  the  Beulah  community. 
Some  say  he  cut  his  teeth  on  a 
hymn  bq<^  He  was  bigitized  at  the 
age  of  7  in  Tilby  Creek,  just  down 
the  road  from  the  cburdi. 

While  a  student  at  Mississippi 
College,  he  felt  called  to  preach, 
and  preached  his  first  sermon  at 
Beulah.  Charles  served  40  years  as 
a  Southern  Bi^Mist  missiotuuy  on 
three  continents  outside  the  United 
States.  Many  times  his  thoughts 
went  back  to  Beuhdi. 

On  Nov.  22, 1992,  a  fierce  torna¬ 
do  struck  Weir.  The  Beulah 
Church  was  swept  away.  Only  a 
twisted  mass  was  left  where  the 
church  had  been.  Splintered  tree 
trunks  and  grotesque  pieces  of 
metal  were  lying  in  the  cemetery. 
Some  of  the  tombs  were  broken 
and  others  were  tom  from  their 


bases  and  dumped  at  the  back 
fence. 

A  group  of  groving  perqrk  gath¬ 
ered  to  stare  in  disbelief  at  the 
scene.  Not  all  were  Biq>tists,  but 
some  from  other  denominations 
said,  “B^ah  must  be  rd>oilt” 

A  young  man  standing  . at 
Charles  Whitten’s  side  pointed  to 
the  remains  of  an  American  flag 
wn^ped  around  the  hmb  of  an  oak 
tree. 

Charles’  sadness  was  mixed  with 
thanksgiving,  for  it  seemed  he 
could  clearly  see  Beulah  Church 
standing  there  in  his  memory. 

The  Whittens  are  volunteer 
prayer  ministry  coordinators  for 
the  Mi  Conven- 


